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SLE  OF  SHEPPEY 

(Medical  Officer  of  Health) 
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|952 
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Public  Health  Department, 
Trinity  Road, 
Sheernes 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey 


Joint  (Medical  Officer  of  Health)  Committee 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  submit  herewith  reports  on  the  heal; 
of  the  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  for  tl 
year  1952. 

The  health  of  the  Island  remained  generally  satisfactc 
throughout  the  year.  The  total  number  of  infectious  diseases  u 
comparatively  small,  there  being  further  reductions  in  Whoopi 
Cough  and  Scarlet  Fever,  while  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  ha 
occurred  since  1948.  There  were  three  isolated  cases  of  Pol; 
myelitis  in  the  autumn,  but  all  recovered. 

The  Birth  Rate  for  the  whole  of  the  Island  was  15.7  per  1,( 
of  the  population,  slightly  higher  than  last  year,  while  the  De 
Rate  at  9.7  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  a  record  low  figi 
The  statistics  for  the  whole  of  the  Island  are  available  from  the  y 
1926  and  the  previous  lowest  rate  recorded  was  10.0  in  19 
Compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a  reduction  in  ! 
Infant  Mortality  Rate  during  1952,  though  further  reduction 
still  very  desirable  and  seems  possible  in  view  of  the  lower  n 
obtained  in  1948,  1949  and  1950. 

The  provision  of  a  sufficient  and  pure  water  supply  is  still 
of  the  main  problems  of  the  Island.  Not  only  is  Sheerness  si 
of  an  adequate  supply,  but  the  multiplicity  of  authorities  on 
Island  supervising  its  distribution  and  treatment  leads  to  const 
variations  in  its  purity.  In  my  opinion  the  only  satisfactory  met 
of  dealing  with  this  problem  is  to  have  one  water  authority 
the  Island. 

Tables  I,  II,  III  and  IV  deal  with  Vital  Statistics,  Infect* 
Diseases  and  Tuberculosis,  while  following  them  are  figures  !l  j 
plied  by  the  Chest  Physician  and  the  School  Medical  Officer. 
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under  1  year 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Vital  Statistics  for  the  past  five  years  for  the  three  authorities 
id  for  the  Island  as  a  whole  are  contained  in  Table  I. 


TABLE  I 
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(b)  Table  11  shows  the  chief  1952  statistics  in  comparison  with  t 
averages  of  the  ten-year  periods  since  the  beginning  of  the  c( 
tury.  In  this  table  the  remarkable  decrease  in  Infant  Mortal 

during  this  period  is  well  seen. 


TABLE  II 


Queenborough 
M.B. 


Sheerness  U.D. 


Sheppey  R.D. 


Isle  of  Sheppey 


Period 

Birth 

Rate 

Illegitimate 
%  of  live 
Births 

Death 

Rate 

1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

31.8 

26.6 

18.0 

17.3 

22.3 

16.4 
16.2 

NK 

2.7 

2.6 

4.2 

5.3 

3.9 

2.0 

12.5 

9.8 

8.5 

9.6 
10.5 

7.4 

10.8 

1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

23.0 

24.5 

18.4 

13.8 
20.0 

14.8 

16.4 

NK 

2.1 

2.5 

4.1 

6.7 

7.6 

5.4 

10.7 
13.3 
11.1 

11.7 
13.0 
11.2 

8.8 

1925-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

15.6 

15.7 
22.2 
16.4 
14.2 

3.7 

3.4 

6.7 

3.3 

6.2 

9.1 

10.3 

11.0 

11.5 

1  11.2 

1901-1910 

1911-1920 

1921-1930 

1931-1940 

1941-1950 

1951 

1952 

23.8 
,  24.8 

17.9 

14.7 
21.2 
15.5 

15.7 

NK 

2.2 

2.7 

3.9 

6.5 

5.8 

5.2 

10.9 

1  12.7 

10.4 
11.1 

!  12.0 
10.9 
:  9.7 

Infant 
Mortali 
per  1.0< 
live  birtl 


79.6 

86.8 

78.7 

48.7 

37.8 

0.C 

39.7 

115. 

90.: 

60.: 

49.' 

32.: 

49.: 

18. 

46.: 

32J 

34. 

20. 

38 

111 

89. 

61 

44 

33 

34 
26 


notifiable  infectious  diseases 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
ast  five  years  is  shown  in  Table  III. 


on  the  Island  during  the 
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TUBERCULOSIS  L 

(a)  Table  IV  shows  the  case  rates  and  death  rates  of  Tuberculosis 
per  1,000  of  the  population  during  1952  and  1951  in  comparison  ! 
with  the  average  for  5-year  periods  since  1926. 

The  most  noticeable  feature  in  the  Table  is  that  although  the  l 
number  of  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  rose  during  the  p 
war  years,  1941-1950,  and  was  again  higher  in  1952  as  compared) 
with  1951,  there  has  been  a  progressive  decrease  in  the  death  ratej 
from  this  form  of  the  disease  since  1926. 


TABLE  IV 


Quecnborough  M.B. 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 


Pulmonary 


Case  Rate  Death  Rate 


1951 

1952 


Sheerness  U.D. 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 


1.40 

1.13 

0.61 

0.96 

1.07 


0.89 

0.66 

0.41 

0.88 

0.47 


0.32 

1.90 


1951 

1952 


1.12 

0.83 

0.65 

0.55 

0.93 


0.62 

0.59 


Sheppey  R.D. 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 


1.37 

0.88 

0.29 

0.61 

0.94 


0.00 

0.63 


0.80 

0.61 

0.43 

0.49 

0.41 


0.39 

0.12 


1951 

1952 


0.33 

1.20 


Isle  of  Sheppey 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 


1.22 

0.88 

0.54 

0.62 

0.95 


1951 

1952 


0.49 

0.92 


0.66 

0.75 

0.31 

0.42 

0.32 


0.33 

0.00 


0.80 

0.65 

0.40 

0.51 

0.39 


0.33 

0.14 


Non-Pulmonary 


Case  Rate  Death  Rai 


0.25 

0.06 

0.06 

0.07 

0.06 


0.00 

0.32 


0.28 

0.24 

0.18 

0.09 

0.10 


0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.14 

0.00 


0.32 

0.00 


0.00 

0.18 


0.04 

0.12 

0.05 

0.04 

0.00 


0.05 

0.06 


0.44 

0.36 

0.12 

0.19 

0.20 


0.11 

0.09 

0.02) 

0.05 

0.07 


0.22 

0.55 


0.31 

0.26 

0.15 

0.12 

0.13 


0.06 

0.31 


0.00 

0.11 


0.05 1 

o.iol 

0.031 
0.06| 
0.0 


O.Oi 

0.07 
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)  1  am  indebted  to  Dr.  S.  Roy  C.  Price  of  the  Medway  and 
ravesend  Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  following 
’ures  relating  to  Tuberculosis:  — 

(i)  Patients  from  the  Isle  of  Sheppey  who  attended  the  Sheer- 
ss  Chest  Clinic  during  1952  : 

Adults  Children 


M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

Def. 

Tb.  (respiratory) 

16 

14 

1 

2 

33 

Def. 

Tb.  (non-respiratory)  . 

2 

3 

— 

1 

6 

Non. 

Tb . 

33 

41 

22 

24 

120 

These  patients  made  a  total  of  535  attendances  at  the  Clinic, 
(ii)  Institutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1952 : 


London  Chest  Hospital .  1 

Bow  Arrow  Hospital  .  13 

Grosvenor  Sanatorium  .  1 

Kettlewell  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  l 

Eversfield  Chest  Hospital  .  1 

Bevendean  Hospital  .  2 

Queen  Mary’s  Hospital .  2 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital  ...  ...  4 

Grove  Park  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  l 

Lenham  Sanatorium  .  4 

Brook  Hospital  .  1 

Darvell  Hall  .  ...  i 

Oak  Lane .  1 

Victoria  Home,  Margate .  1 

Sheppey  General  Hospital  .  4 


This  means  that  approximately  15%  of  Tuberculous  patients 
the  Island  received  institutional  treatment  during  the  year. 

hool  Health  Services 

l  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
ures  relating  to  the  School  Medical  Inspection  during  1952:  — 


Number  of  Inspections : 

(i)  Periodic: 

Entrants  . 

385 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

367 

Third  Age  Group  ... 

211 

Others  . 

303 

(ii)  Special  Inspections  . 

186 

(iii)  Re-inspections  . 

622 

9 


(b)  Number  found  to  require  treatment: 

Entrants  . 

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group . 

Other  periodic  inspections  . 


8  — 

2.1% 

(5.6% 

20  — 

5.4% 

(5.1% 

25  — 

11.8% 

(7.5% 

29  — 

9.5% 

(7.8% 

pupils 

inspected 

dutir 

the  year : 


Age 

Groups 

Number  of 
pupils 
Inspected 

“A” 

(Good) 

“  B  ” 

(Fair) 

“  c  ” 

(Poor) 

No. 

%  of  Col.  2 

No. 

%  of  Col.  2 

No. 

O  1 

<4-4 

c 

sc 

Fntrants 

385 

84 

21.8(33.6) 

279 

72.5  (59.3) 

22 

5.7  ( 

367 

t09 

29.7  (36.6) 

244 

66.5  (55.4) 

14 

3.8  ( 

211 

55 

26.1  (32.6) 

146 

69.2  (61.5) 

10 

4.7  i 

Others 

303 

65 

21.5(32.4) 

VI 

71.6(61.5) 

21 

6.9  i 

- — - - 

Totals 

1266 

313 

24.7  (33.5) 

886  . 

70.0  (59.7) 

67 

5.3 

The  above  figures  show  that  though  there  was  in  comparis 
with  the  previous  year,  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  entrants  fou 
on  examination  to  require  treatment,  there  was  a  consideral 
increase  in  the  number  in  the  third  age  group  (mainly  leavers)  w 
required  treatment.  The  reason  for  this  is  not  apparent. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  in  the  classification  of  children 
their  general  condition  there  was  a  decrease  in  1952  in  the  p 
centage  classified  as  “  Good,”  though  a  considerable  increase 
those  classified  as  44  Fair  ”  and  a  reduction  in  those  classified 
“  Poor.” 


(d)  Dental  Inspections  and  Treatment : 

Number  of  pupils  inspected  by  the  Authority  s  Dental  Offic 


(i)  Periodic  age  groups . 

(ii)  Specials  ...  . 

Number  found  to  require  treatment 
Number  actually  treated . 


307 

456 

588 

456 


77.0%  (32.' 


) 


(e)  Infestation  with  Vermin : 

(i)  Total  number  of  examinations  in  the  schools 
by  the  school  nurses  or  other  authorised  persons 

(ii)  Number  of  pupils  found  to  be  infested  ... 

(hi)  Number  in  respect  of  whom  cleansing  notices 
were  issued  (Section  54  (2)  Education  Act,  1944) 


(Figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1951) 


For  the  successful  carrying  on  of  the  work  of  the  Department 
I  am  indebted  to  the  ever  willing  and  cheerful  co-operation  of 
my  various  colleagues  and  especially  to  the  very  able  and  valuable 
assistance  of  Mr.  Pankhurst,  Chief  Clerk  in  my  Sheerness  office. 

To  the  many  Chairmen  of  Committees  and  other  members 
of  the  various  Councils  I  would  express  sincere  thanks  for  their 
encouragement  and  consideration. 


1  have  the  honour  to  be 


Your  obedient  servant. 


FRANK  HAUXWELL 


Queenborough  Town  Council 

============  1952 

Mayor  : 

Alderman  Mrs.  E.  S.  Weekes,  j.p. 
Deputy-Mayor : 

Alderman  J.  S.  Bills,  j.p.  (died  September,  1952) 
Alderman  R.  J.  Wellard 

A  Idermen : 

Mrs.  M.  Dobner  E.  G.  Dines 

Councillors : 

S.  Adams 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Anderson 
F.  E.  Cackett 

D.  Cunningham 
H.  G.  Harris 

S.  Houldershaw 
Mrs.  V.  I.  Murphy 

R.  D.  Sharrock 

E.  Thompson 

Lt.-Cmdr.  W.  C.  T.  Weekes 
Miss  D.  L.  Wood 

Health  Committee  : 

Chairman  : 

Alderman  R.  J.  Wellard 
Aldermen : 

Mrs.  E.  S,  Weekes,  J.P. 

Mrs.  M.  Dobner 

E.  G.  Dines 

Councillors : 

Mrs.  D.  L.  Anderson 

F.  E.  Cackett 

S.  Houldershaw 
Lt.-Cmdr.  W.  C.  T.  Weekes 
Miss  D.  L.  Wood 

T own  Clerk  : 

F.  Marshall 

I  I 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector: 

W.  F.  Dodds 


12 


Public  Health  Department, 

Trinity  Road, 

Sheerness. 

To  the  Queenborough  Town  Council 

r.  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
Queenborough  during  the  year  1952. 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  was  16.2  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
most  the  same  as  in  1951,  when  it  was  16.4.  The  Corrected  Rate, 
;ed  for  comparison  with  other  districts  was  17.1.  For  England 
id  Wales  it  was  15.3. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  10.8,  rather  higher  than  in  1951, 
len  the  very  low  figure  of  7.4  was  recorded.  The  Corrected  Rate 
as  11.2  and  that  for  England  and  Wales  11.3. 

The  deaths  of  two  infants  under  1  year  of  age  occurred  during 
52,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  39.2  per  1,000  live  births, 
lere  were  no  infant  deaths  during  1951  and  only  one  in  1950,  but 
e  average  Infant  Mortality  Rate  over  the  past  10  years  has  been 
.6,  which  is  rather  high  for  a  semi-rural  area.  The  Rate  for 
igland  and  Wales  in  1952  was  27.6. 

The  year  1952  was  remarkable  for  the  absence  of  cases  of 
itifiable  infectious  diseases,  measles  being  the  only  disease  of 
lich  any  cases  were  reported  ;  there  were7  however,  83  cases  of 
easles  during  the  year,  mainly  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
onths.  In  no  year  since  1932  has  there  been  such  a  complete 
isence  of  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

Housing  still  remains  one  of  the  most  difficult  problems  in  the 
ea.  Despite  the  fact  that  during  1952  24  houses  were  completed 
id  a  further  18  were  under  construction,  there  were  still  at  the 
id  of  the  year  120  applicants  on  the  waiting  list  for  Council 
>uses.  In  addition,  there  is  the  problem  of  rehousing  tenants 
)m  houses  already  condemned  and  from  other  properties  which 
ould  be  condemned  in  the  near  future.  Provision  of  yet  more 
)uses  is  still  an  urgent  necessity. 

In  regard  to  general  supervision  of  sanitation,  food,  water,  etc., 
ogress  is  still  being  maintained  and  for  much  of  the  work  in  con¬ 
ation  with  this  I  am  indebted  to  the  enthusiastic  co-operation  of 
r.  W.  F.  Dodds.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  express- 
g  my  thanks  to  him  for  his  valuable  assistance  throughout.  To 
)u  and  the  Council  I  would  also  express  my  thanks  for  your 
icouragement  and  kindly  consideration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 


13 


SECTION  I 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


1.  AREA  IN  ACRES 


Land  covered  by  water 
Land 


A  further  1  272  acres  consists  of  610  acres  of  foreshore  and 
662  acres  subject  to  tidal  waters  and  included  in  this  area  is  the 
harbour  which  is  owned  by  the  Council. 


2.  POPULATION 

As  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for  mid-year 

1952  .  •••  3,157 


This  figure  is  an  increase  of  46  over  the  estimated  populatio 
tor  1951  The  natural  increase  in  population,  that  is  the  e 
of  births  over  deaths  was  17  as  compared  with  a  nature  tncreas 
of  28  in  1951.  The  population  at  the  1951  Census  was  3,137. 


3.  NUMBER  OF  INHABITED  HOUSES 

918.  This  is  an  increase  of  25  over  the  previous  year. 

4.  RATEABLE  VALUE  ...  •••  . 

5.  SUM  REPRESENTING  PENNY  RATE 


SECTION  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1.  BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 
Legitimate  .. 
Illegitimate 

Totals 


Males  Females 
25  (29)  25  (20) 

-  (-)  1  <  2) 

25  (29)  26  (22) 


Totals 

50  (49) 
1  (  2) 

51  (51) 


The  number  of  births  was  the  same  as  in  1951. 

There  was  1  illegitimate  birth,  2.0%  (3.9%)  of  the  total. 


(b)  Birth  Rate  . 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population 

Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1951) 


16.2  (h 
17.1  (1 

15.3  (1 


(c)  Still  Births 


The  Still  Birth  percentage  of  the  total  (live  and  still)  births 

3.0  /o . 


)EATHS 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  was  34  of 
:h  8  were  males  and  16  females.  The  fisures  for  1951  were- 
es  11,  females  12,  total  23 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Males  Females  Totals 
1  (— )  2  (— )  3  (— ) 
-  (~)  -  (-)  -  (-) 


(b)  Death  Rates 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


10.8  (  7.4) 

11.2  (  7.7) 

11.3  (12.5) 


iTihe  fo,,°wing  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  as  alio- 

*the  a/ea  the  ,Reglstrar  General  and  classified  under  the 

stFal  Cla«ffied  t°n  thfe^bbreviated  List  of  the  International 
t  cal  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  of  Death. 


15 


TABLE  I 


Cause 


Males  Females  Total 


1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory . 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

3  Spyhlitic  disease  . 

4  Diphtheria  . 

5  Whooping  Cough  . 

6  Meningococcal  infections 

7  Acute  poliomyelitis  . 

8  Measles  ,  ...  •••  •*• 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14  Other  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasm 

15  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

16  Diabetes  ...  . . 

17  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20  Other  heart  disease  . 

21  Other  circulatory  disease 

22  Influenza  . 

23  Pneumonia  . 

24  Bronchitis  .  ••• 

25  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  ... 

28  Nephritis  and  nephrosis . 

29  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  ... 

31  Congenital  malformations 

32  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33  Motor  vehicle  accidents  ... 

34  All  other  accidents  . 

35  Suicide  . . 

36  Homicide  and  operations  ot  war 


All  causes 


2  (— ) 
-  (  1) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (  1) 
—  (  1) 
-  (-) 


-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
-  (-) 
—  (  1) 


2  (-) 
-  (  1) 
-  (-) 
-  (-: 
-  (-: 
-  (-: 
-  (- 
—  (- 
-  (- 

-  ( i 

-  ( i 

-  ( i 


-  (-) 

2  (  1) 

-  (  1) 

1  (  2) 

-  ( 

3  (  : 

—  (— ' ) 

—  (  1) 

-  ( 

—  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (- 

4  (  l) 

4  (-) 

8  (  | 

1  (  1) 

-  (  2) 

1  (  1 

—  (-) 

-  (  1) 

—  (  | 

4  (  1) 

3  (  2) 

7  (  1 

-  (— ) 

1  (  1) 

1  (  1 

—  (-) 

—  (— ) 

—  ("| 

2  (  1) 

—  (— ) 

2  (  | 

-  (  1) 

3  (-) 

3  (  1 

1  (  1) 

-  (-) 

1  (  1 

—  (— ) 

-  (  1) 

—  ( 

—  (-) 

-  (-) 

—  (" 

t— ) 

1  (-) 

i  (- 

—  (— ) 

—  (— ) 

-  (-  > 

—  1—) 

1  (-) 

i  (- 

!  l  (-) 

—  (-) 

i  ( 

!  1  (  1) 

1  (-) 

2  ( 

—  (-) 

1  (-) 

1  ( 

-  (-) 

—  (— ) 

-  (1 

—  (-) 

—  (— ) 

-  ( 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  ( 

18  (11) 

16  (12) 

34  ( 

From  the  above  Table  it  will  be  seen  that  most  of  the  incr  j 
in  the  number  of  deaths  occurring  in  1952  were  deaths  associ  j 
with  vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  and  heart  dise  * 
aenerally  (items  17-21  inclusive).  In  an  ageing  population  th 
to  be  expected.  It  will  also  be  noted  that  there  is  some  incr 
in  deaths  due  to  respiratory  diseases  (items  23-25  incmsivei 
no  doubt  to  the  cold  and  wet  autumn  and  winter  which  also 
its  effect  on  the  increase  in  deaths  in  older  people  referred  to. 
small  number  of  deaths  due  to  malignant  growths  (items  KM 
elusive)  is  worthy  of  note.  There  was  one  death  during  the 
associated  with  pregnancy  ;  this  was  due  to  extensive  haemor. 
resulting  from  rupture  of  the  fallopian  tube  in  an  ectopic 


icy.  The  patient  died  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital.  This 
he  first  maternal  death  belonging  to  Queenborough  since  1946. 


(d)  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  the 
ths  occurred. 


TABLE  II 


Under 

1 

year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

85 

years 

and 

over 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

5 

4 

5 

1 

~ 

— 

- 

2 

- 

- 

2 

3 

9 

- 

The  average  age  at  death  was  66.0,  being  62.5  for  the  males 
70.0  for  the  females.  The  oldest  person  dying  was  a  male 
1  88  years.  The  average  age  at  death  during  1951  was  62.5 
g  61.9  for  males  and  63.0  for  females. 


INFANT  MORTALITY 

There  were  two  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  giving 
ite  of  39.2  per  1,000  live  births.  Deaths  in  the  years  195  T 
),  1949  and  1948  were  0,  1,  2  and  5  respectively  and  over  the 
10-year  period  the  average  has  been  2.4  with  an  infant  mor- 
y  rate  of  38.6  per  1,000  births.  Though  rates  calculated  on 
small  yearly  figures  are  apt  to  be  somewhat  misleading,  the 
remains  that  taken  over  the  last  10  years  the  rate  for  Queen - 
>ugh  is  rather  high.  Details  of  the  deaths  are  given  in  rhe 
wing  table 


TABLE  III 


Cause 

Sex 

Age 

Place  of 
birth 

Place  of 
death 

me  Prematurity 

M 

2  days 

Hospital 

Hospital 

inal  obstruction 
enital  atresia  of 
leum  . 

M 

3  weeks 

Home 

Hospital 
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SECTION  III 


INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 


1  No  infectious  diseases  except  Measles  were  notified  during  1! 
but  there  were  83  cases  of  this  disease  fairly  evenly  spread  o 
the  summer  and  autumn  months.  70  cases  occurred  m  tel 
epidemic  when  Measles  was  widespread  throughout  the  island. 

There  have  now  been  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  Boro 
since  1934.  For  the  second  successive  year  Scarlet  rever 
absent.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  two  successive  years  wit 
any  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  have  not  been  recorded  since  1909 

A  child  of  seven  years,  notified  at  the  end  of  1951  as  suffe 
from  Acute  Poliomyelitis  with  paralysis,  made  good  progress  < 
ing  the  year  though  still  unable  to  walk  without  a  body  suppoi 

The  only  deaths  attributed  to  infectious  disease  by  the  R< 
trar-General  were  two  due  to  pneumonia. 

The  total  number  of  cases  notified,  the  number  of 
admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  total  deaths  from  each  diseas 
shown  in  the  Registrar-General’s  classification  of  deaths  are 
in  Table  IV  below.  


Disease 


»/T 

as 


iS 

o 


o 

H 


o 


•o  £ 

<u  ‘X 

|l 

c  x 

oi 


a 

£ 

<u 

a. 


Scarlet  Fever  ...  . 

Whooping  Cough  . 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal)  . 

Erysipelas  . . 

Meningococcal  Infection 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox  . 

Typhoid . 

Malaria  . 

Food  Poisoning  . 


83 


(9) 

(70) 


Totals 


(1) 

(1) 

(-) 

0) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 

(-) 


36 


47 


83  (82)  36 


47 
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Table  V  below  shows  the 
sease  notified. 


age  distribution  of  cases  of  infectious  j 


TABLE  V 


Age  Groups 

At  all  ages 

Under  1  year 

<N 

l 

ON 

• 

•O 

10-14 

15-24 

les 

83 

2 

12 

31 

38 

rj 


rd- 

VO 


n 


rUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  six  new  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  notified 

nahh  rlear  and  thls  figure  is  about  twice  the  normal  for  the 
ugh.  It  is  possible  that  this  increase  during  1952  has  resulted 
the  visit  of  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  to  the  Borough 
ig  the  previous  year  when  as  a  result  of  the  survey  4  suspicious 
were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic.  There  were  two  deaths 
g  tile  year,  both  of  which  occurred  in  potters  who  also  suf- 
trom  silicosis. 


>ne  non-pulmonary  case  was  notified  (lumbar  spine)  but  there 
no  deaths  from  this  form  of  tuberculosis. 


rable  VI  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  and 
:ar  while  Table  VII  gives  a  summary  of  cases 
s  Register. 


deaths  during 
on  the  Tuber- 
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65  and  over 


TABLE  VI 


New  Cases 

Deal 

hs 

Ages 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmc 

>nary 

No 

Pulmc 

n- 

inary 

M 

F 

M  I 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year  . 

1  to  5  years  . 

5  to  1 5  years  . 

15  to  25  years . 

25  to  35  years . 

35  to  45  years  . 

45  to  55  years . 

55  to  65  years . 

65  and  over  . 

1 

1 

1 

*1 

1 

1 

1 

. 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Totals  . 

4 

2 

1 

A 

2 

" 

TABLE  VII 


SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


L 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Tot 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1952  ... 

9 

2  1 

25 

New  notifications  . . ■■••••■ . 

3 

2 

1 

- 

6 

1 

Cases  not  notified  before  death  ... 

1 

Cases  restored  to  Register  . 

“ 

_ 

Transfers  from  other  districts  . 

Deaths  during  year  . 

2 

- 

_ 

Removed  from  district  . 

Diaanosis  not  confirmed  ...  .  •• 

- 

- 

- 

Deaths  of  cases  on  Register  but  not 

due  to  Tuberculosis . 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

16 

it, 

11 

3 

_ 

3 

Register,  31st  Dec.,  1952  . 
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DIPHTHERIIA  IMMUNISATION 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
ures  relating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  ol 
ildren  under  15  years  of  age. 


TABLE  VIII 


ar  of  Birth 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 


Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1952 


Totals 


6 

36 

9 

1 

1 

3 

1 


57 


Reinforcing 
Inoculation 
1952 


in 


19 

7 

2 


Total  number 
Immunised  at 
end  of  1952 


6 

38 

40 
43 
58 
62 
53 
70 
90 
66 
56 

41 
40 
56 
45 


Percentage 
of  related 
population 


70.3  (67.7) 


95.7  (96.4) 


30 


764 


88.0(87.1) 


is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  Oueenborough  is  still  main- 
ling  its  high  rate  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria.  Hence 
freedom  from  this  disease  since  1934. 

VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

I  am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  par- 
lars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1952  con¬ 
ed  in  the  following  table  : — 

TABLE  IX 


« 

Age  group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-Vaccinations 

Under  1 

24  (18) 

—  (— ) 

1  to  4  . 

7  (14) 

2  (  3) 

5  to  14 . 

—  (  2) 

2  (  1) 

15  and  over  ... 

6  (  4) 

5  (18) 

Totals  ... 

37  (38) 

9  (22) 

SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CURCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  The  supply  of  water  from  the  two  deep  wells  at  Rushei 
den  has  continued  to  be  adequate. 

All  ten  samples  of  untreated  water  showed  the  presence  1 
presumptive  B.Coli  but  no  fecal  contamination,  while  four  of  tl 
twenty  samples  of  treated  water  taken  from  the  reservoir  at 
domestic  taps  also  showed  presumptive  B.Coli.  A  fault  in  tl 
chlorinating  plant  was  suspected  and  following  its  overhaul  exc< 
lent  samples  of  treated  water  were  again  obtained. 

(b)  The  total  consumption  during  the  year  was  39,749,0 
gallons,  of  which  12,456,000  were  used  for  trade  purposes  a 
27  293,000  for  domestic  purposes.  This  is  a  total  average  daily  cc 
sumption  of  34.4  gallons  per  head  of  the  population  and  a  domes 
consumption  of  23.6  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

No  additions  or  improvements  in  respect  of  the  sewer; 
system  were  made  during  the  year  except  for  minor  extensions  w 
the  building  of  new  houses.  Sewage  is  disposed  of  untreated  n 
the  River  Swale. 

All  the  houses  in  the  Borough  are  on  main  drainage  except; 
houses  at  Pier  Cottages,  situated  about  half-a-mile  from  the  to' 
which  are  served  by  three  cesspools. 

3.  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  a  site  near  I 
Cottages.  A  tip  dressing  is  used  for  the  prevention  of  fly  breec 
and  regular  baiting  controls  rodents. 

4.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

No  complaints  have  been  received  and  there  have  been 
alterations. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

There  are  three  public  conveniences  in  the  area.  These  are 
males  and  only  provide  urinal  accommodation. 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(a)  Three  rooms  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

(b)  No  disinfestations  for  bed  bugs,  fleas,  etc.,  were  called  for. 


MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

Preventive  measures  for  the  suppression  of  mosquito  breeding 
re  taken  at  regular  intervals  by  the  spraying  of  ditches  and  other 
lections  of  stagnant  water. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

21  infestations  were  found  and  treated  by  the  local  authority 
ing  the  year.  Regular  treatment  was  also  carried  out  at  factories 
Nine  manholes  were  baited  in  the  annual  test  of  sewers  in 
ordance  with  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer’s  instructions.  No 
ts  were  taken,  showing  complete  freedom  from  rats. 


MORTUARY 

A  nominal  fee  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  and  Gravesend 
P.  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuary 
hties  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 


INSPECTIONS 

Appendix  A  gives  details  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitarv 
>ector  during  the  year,  while  Appendix  B  shows  details  of 
sances  and  defects  abated  or  remedied.  With  the  exception  of  3 
sssitating  the  service  of  statutory  notices,  all  were  dealt  with 
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SECTION  V 


HOUSING 

1.  The  following  figures  show  building  progress  during  1952  a 
since  the  end  of  the  war  : 

Council  houses  : 

Completed  ... 

Under  construction  ... 

Private  enterprise: 

Completed  . 

The  49  houses  completed  or  under  construction  during  1 
were  all  two-bedroomed  houses.  It  is  intended  in  1953  to  rever 
the  construction  of  three-bedroomed  type. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  120  applicants  on  the  wai 
list  for  Council  houses. 


During 

Total  built 

1952 

since  the  w ; 

24 

118 

18 

...  — 

1 

4 

2.  UNFIT  HOUSES 


It  would  appear  that  in  the  case  of  some  Clearance  Or 
obtained  in  1939,  premises  which  should  have  been  vacated  w 
a  specified  time  and  the  properties  demolished  are  still  tenai 
These  are  (i)  13-25  South  Street ;  (ii)  72  and  74  High  Street ; 
(iii)  141  High  Street. 


Whilst  it  is  agreed  that  during  the  war  years  little  coul 
done  in  regard  to  rehousing  of  tenants  and  the  demolition  of  1 
properties,  it  is  suggested  that  the  time  has  now  come  to  take 
active  steps  in  regard  to  them.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  prop, 
have  been  condemned,  little  or  no  work  has  been  carried  o 
latter  years  and  the  conditions  under  which  some  of  the  tenant 
living  are  now  such  that  immediate  action  should  be  taken  to 
alternative  accommodation.  Further,  there  are  certain  other  pr 
ties  in  the  area  which  owing  to  their  state  of  disrepair  and  sar 
defects  should  be  condemned  at  an  early  date,  but  until  the  tei 
now  living  in  the  properties  already  condemned  have  been 
with,  it  seems  useless  to  add  to  the  list  of  condemned  proper  it 


3.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  ho 
is  shown  below :  — 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING 
YEAR 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 
ActsTg  defCCtS  (Under  PubHc  HeaIth  or  Housin§ 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation 


,iii)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  not  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
officers™3  3Ctl°n  by  the  l0Cal  authority  °r  their 

Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year 
(i)  Under  Housing  Act,  1936 

<a'  HSgnAc™9e36  SeC“0nS.9'  10  and  16  °f  ,he 

<b)  HouCS?gnfct,T936r  SeC,i°nS.  "  a"d  l3.°f  the 

(C)  f9r3geedings  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 

ii)  Under  Public  Health  Acts 

(a)  served^  °f  h°USeS  rCSpeCt  °f  Whkh  notices  were 

<b>  aNtebSerXhn?SfeS  in  ,Whic!'  defec,s  were 
arter  service  of  formal  notices 


THE 

32 

78 

Nil 

32 

27 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

3 
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SECTION  VI 


FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


1.  MILK 

There  are  no  producers  in  the  district  but  there  are  11  retailer 
of  the  following  designations:  — 

Pasteurised  ...  . 

T.T.  (pasteurised)  .  2 

Sterilised  . 

Non-designated  .  z 

All  the  non-designated  milk  is  heat  treated  milk  imported  iroi 
the  mainland. 


2.  ICE  CREAM 

There  are  five  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage 
ice  cream  but  no  manufacturers.  One  itinerant  vendor  also  vis 
the  district  regularly.  The  five  locally  registered  premises  all  si 
pre-packed  ice  cream,  but  the  itinerant  vendor  does  not. 


3.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

Regular  inspections  are  made  of  butchers  shops,  facte 
canteens  and  other  food  preparing  places.  The  following  foods  wc 
found  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  were  voluntarily  si 

rendered :  — 


Pork  . 

Luncheon  Meat 
Evaporated  Milk 

Offal  . 

Herrings 


200  lbs. 
4  tins 
12  tins 
55  lbs. 
3  tins 


4.  FISH  FRYING 

There  is  only  one  fried  fish  shop  in  the  district  and  this  is  k 
very  satisfactorily. 


5.  BAKEFIOUSES 

There  are  two  bakehouses,  both  kept  satisfactorily. 
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.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


By  courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights  and 
leasures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council,  I  am  able  to 

ieeySr°— thC  S  °f  Samples  taken  in  the  Borough  during 


Coffee  .  2 

Extract  of  Beef  . 1 

Gin  .  2 

Ice  Cream  .  \ 

Malt  Milk  Cocoa  I 

Miik  . 16 

Raspberry  Vinegar  . i 

Rose  Hip  Syrup  .  1 

White  Pepper  .  2 


All  the  above  samples  were  genuine. 


SECTION  vn 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  &  1948 


1-  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health: _ 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

■actories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 
3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
u  ^:ocal  Authorities  (no  me¬ 
chanical  power) 

- 

actories  not  included  above  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (mechani¬ 
cal  power) 

10 

120 

'ther  premises  in  which  Section  1 
7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

- 

- 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


3.  Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 
Number  of  Outworkers 
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Visits  and  re-visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 

APPENDIX  A  


Accumulations  . 

Ashbins  . 

Bakehouses  . 

Filthy  conditions  . 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

Drainage 

Drains  defective 

Drainage  re-laid  . 

Factories  and  workplaces 
Halls  and  places  of  entertainment 
Public  conveniences 

Rats  and  mice  . 

Refuse  Collection 

Refuse  tips  . 

Schools  . 

Shops 

Stables  and  piggeries  . 

Water  sampling  . 

Watercourses 

Mosquito  control . 

Inspections  under  P.H.  Acts 
Meat  shops  and  vehicles 

Fried  Fish  shops  . 

Grocers  . .  . 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers 
Dairies  and  milk  shops  ... 

Food  manufacturing  premises  ... 

Milk  sampling  . 

Smoke,  dust  and  fumes 

Total 


No.  of  visits 
9 

22 
25 
1 
2 
1 

2 
7 

69 
15 
12 
27 
18 
12 
6 
54 
4 
48 
12 
17 
78 
21 
12 

3 
7 

4 
12 

5 
4 
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APPENDIX  B 

Nuisances  and  Defects  remedied  during  the  year 


Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation  . 

Drainage  repaired  . 

Drainage  cleansed  ... 

Drainage  reconstructed  . 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  trapped .  ••• 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  ... 

Dampness  remedied  . 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

Floors  repaired  ...  ■■■  .  •••  ", 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved 

Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired  . . 

Water  supplies,  defects  remedied 

Refuse  receptacles  provided  ...  . 

Accumulations  of  refuse  abated  ... 

Total . 


Number 

1 

1 

9 

2 

1 

4 
17 
14 
21 

2 

5 
1 
3 

11 

24 

9 


125 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Trinity  Road, 
Sheernes 


To  the  Sheerness  Urban  District  Council 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on 
of  Sheerness  for  the  year  1952. 


the 


heal) 


The  Crude  Birth  Rate  stopped  the  downward  trend  that  h; 
continued  since  1948  and  rose  to  16.4  per  1,000  of  the  populatio 
The  Corrected  Rate,  used  for  comparison  with  other  districts,  w; 
18.8.  For  England  and  Wales  the  rate  was  15.3. 


The  Crude  Death  Rate  for  the  year  was  8.8  per  1,000  of  tl 
population,  the  lowest  figure  recorded  during  the  50  years  th 
records  are  available.  The  previous  lowest  was  9.4  in  1905.  Tl 
corrected  rate  was  also  8.8  while  that  for  England  and  Wales  w 
11.3. 


The  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  which  was  abnormally  high  h 
year  even  allowing  for  the  variations  liable  to  occur  in  areas 
fairly  small  population,  again  returned  to  the  low  figure  of  18 
per  1,000  live  births.  The  rate  of  England  and  Wales  was  27, 
The  average  for  Sheerness  over  the  past  five  years  is  only  22.6 
spite  of  the  high  figure  in  1951. 

Judged  by  the  incidence  of  infectious  diseases,  the  year  19 
was  a  very  healthy  year,  a  total  of  only  38  cases  being  notifie 
Though  in  comparison  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a  slig 
increase  in  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  incidence  was  still  belt 
the  average  of  the  past  10  years.  Whooping  Cough  and  Measli 
which  had  been  very  prevalent  during  1951,  were  limited  to 
very  few  cases. 

The  results  obtained  in  the  campaign  of  recent  years  in  rel1 
tion  to  food  hygiene  are  seen  in  the  generally  good  standards  nc 
obtained  in  all  food  shops  and  food  preparing  premises.  It  is  al 
pleasing  to  note  that  the  standard  of  cleanliness  in  catering  esta 
lishments  is  on  the  whole  very  good. 
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During  the  year  a  commencement  was  made  in  putting  into 
jeration  the  Council’s  10  year  slum  clearance  programme  by  the 
aking  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  in  respect  of  28  properties 

rU°Sn  a"d.Russue11  Street.  These  Orders  were  confirmed 

rly  in  1953  and  it  is  hoped  it  will  be  possible  to  commence 
■velopment  of  the  site  at  an  early  date. 

A  further  three  Clearance  Areas  in  Blue  Town  comprising 
houses  were  also  prepared  in  1952  and  represented  to  the 
)uncil  in  1953. 

Now  that  the  first  steps  in  putting  into  effect  this  scheme  for 
;  demolition  of  the  worst  of  the  insanitary  properties  in  the 
vn  have  been  taken,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  no  delay  will  occur 
the  follow-up  stages. 

It  is  regrettable  that  no  solution  has  yet  been  found  for  the 
:essity  to  cut  off  water  supplies  at  night  during  a  considerable 
"tion  of  the  year.  A  plentiful  supply  of  good  clean  water  at  all 
ies.  is  one  of  the  first  essentials  of  health  and  until  such  is  avail- 
e  the  town  must  be  considered  as  deficient  in  one  of  its  most 
jortant  public  services. 

For  much  of  the  work  of  the  Department  I  am  indebted  to 
able  assistance  and  loyal  co-operation  of  Mr.  Jacob,  the  Senior 
“,ary  ^pec^or’  and  1  would  also  take  this  opportunity  of 

sideratioi^111^8  °f  ^  C°Uncil  for  their  helP  and  kindly 
I  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 

SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
AREA  ... 

943  acres 

POPULATION 

As  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 

for  mid-1952  ...  16,910 

fi’65.8 'I;an  the  for  1951  but  is  an  increase 

,10J  over  tne  1951  census  figure. 

NUMBER  of  INHABITED  HOUSES  ...  4,606 

RATEABLE  VALUE  .  ...  £112,028 

SUM  REPRESENTED  BY  PENNY  RATE  £448 
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SECTION  II 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


1. 


BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 


Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Totals 


Females 
121  (114) 
4  (  9) 
125  (123) 


Totals 
262  (241) 
15  (  20) 
277  (261) 


Males 

.  141  (127) 

.  11  (  ID 

.  152  (138) 

The  number  of  births  in  1952  shows  a  slight  increase  over 
past  three  years  and  is  the  highest  since  1948. 

Illegitimate  births  were  5.4%  of  the  total  births  (7.6%). 

(b)  Birth  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population  ......  16.4  (14.8) 

Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population  18.8  (17.0) 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  15.3  (15.5) 

The  Crude  Birth  Rate  showed  a  halting  in  the  downw 
trend  that  has  continued  since  1948,  but  whether  this  will 
maintained  or  not  it  is  difficult  to  say. 

(c)  Still  Births 

Males  Females 
Legitimate  ...  4  (4)  2  (1) 

Illegitimate  ...  0  (1)  0  (0) 

The  Still  Birth  percentage  of  the  total  (live  and  still)  bi 
was  2.1%  as  compared  with  2.2%  in  1951. 


Totals 
6  (5) 
0  (1) 


2. 


DEATHS 

(a)  The  total  number  of  deaths  from  all  causes  in  1952 
50  less  than  the  previous  year,  being  only  148  of  which  8 8  v 
males  and  60  females.  Corresponding  figures  for  1951  were 
Total  198  ;  males  121  ;  females  77. 


(b)  Death  Rate  o  Q  m 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population  ......  8.8  11. - 

Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population  8.8  L- 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales  .  1L3  (1Z.3J 

So  far  as  records  show  this  is  the  lowest  death  rate  recoi 
for  Sheerness  since  1900  and  is  the  first  time  since  1909  that  it 
been  less  than  10  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  death; 
allocated  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar  General  and .classified u 
the  36  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  Internal 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Cause. 

Death,  1948  (pjgUres  jn  brackets  relate  to  1951) 
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table  I 


Cause 


iberculosis,  respiratory 
iberculosis,  other 
philitic  disease 
phtheria 
looping  Cough 
:ningococcal  infections 

ute  poliomyelitis  ..  . 

;asles  . 

ler  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
lignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
ignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
lignant  neoplasm,  breast 
lignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
ier  malignant  &  lymphatic  neoplasms 
ikasmia.  aleukaemia  ... 
betes 

cular  leisons  of  nervous  system 

onary  disease,  angina 

>ertension  with  heart  disease 

er  heart  disease 

er  circulatory  disease 

lenza 

.imonia 

ichitis  ...  . 

:r  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
.r  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Iritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
hritis  and  nephrosis 
erplasia  of  prostate 
nancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
;enital  malformations 
r  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
)r  vehicle  accidents 
ither  accidents 
de 

icide  and  operations  of  war 


All  causes  ... 


Males  Females  Total 


2  (  5) 
1  (  1) 
-  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
~  (  — ) 
-  (  -) 
~  (  ~) 
—  ( 

1  ( 

( 


1) 

3) 

1) 


(  — ) 


—  (  2) 
-  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
—  (  -) 
-  (  — ) 
~  (  ~) 
-  (  ~) 
-  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
1  (  -) 

1  (  ~) 

‘  ( 


—  ( 

— ) 

1  (  — ) 

9  ( 

16) 

6  (  6) 

—  ( 

1) 

1  (  ~) 

—  ( 

1) 

—  (  — ) 

6  ( 

7) 

10  (  13) 

21  ( 

18) 

5  (  5) 

1  ( 

5) 

2  (  2) 

17  (  25) 

16  (  26) 

3  ( 

1) 

1  (  — ) 

—  ( 

1) 

—  (  — ) 

1  ( 

4) 

1  (  1) 

9  ( 

8) 

3  (  7) 

—  ( 

2) 

1  (  1) 

2  ( 

3) 

—  (  — ) 

1  ( 

-) 

—  (  1) 

—  ( 

2) 

—  (  ~) 

3  ( 

4) 

—  (  -) 

—  (  - 

-) 

—  (  — ) 

1  ( 

1) 

-  (  — ) 

3  ( 

7) 

7  (  10) 

2  (  7) 
1  (  1) 
—  (  -) 
-  (  -) 
~  (  -J 
-  (  -) 
—  (  — ) 
—  (  — ) 
—  (  1) 

2  (  3) 
7  (  1) 

3  (  1) 

1  (  ~) 

15  (  22) 

1  (  1) 

—  (  1) 

16  (  20) 
26  (  23) 

3  (  7) 
33  (  51) 


4  ( 
—  ( 
2  ( 


1) 

1) 

5) 


12  (  15) 


3) 

3) 
1) 
2) 

4) 


-  (  -) 
1  (  3) 
-  (  1) 
-  (  -) 


(  -) 
(  1) 
(  1) 
(  ~) 


—  ( 

2  ( 

1  ( 

—  ( 

3  ( 

—  (  — ) 
1  (  1) 
10  (  17) 

-  (  -) 
3  (  4) 
—  (  2) 
-  (  -) 


88  (121)  60  (  77)  148  (198) 


lumbSrofdMth  b  6  W‘  ^  fen  that  the  chief  eduction 
r  lesions  nf  thS  occurnng  has  been  in  those  associated  with 

iiseases  Thisi  H  tTT  SyStem’  heart  disease  and  asso- 
nf  h  t  deaths,  however,  still  account  for  the  largest 

te,Ks„rdh^ur' being  in  many  cases  ,he  finai 

en?a  iSanHSmLrma"  reduc,io"  in  d«>ths  due  to  bronchitis, 
nta  and  other  respiratory  diseases  despite  the  cold  and 
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wet  autumn  and  winter.  Deaths  due  to  malignancy  are  about  t 
same  as  in  the  previous  year,  but  when  the  lower  number  of  deat 
occurring  in  1952  is  taken  into  consideration  they  form  a  greal 
proportion  than  formerly  of  the  deaths  that  occurred. 

(d)  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  t 
deaths  occurred  : — 


TABLE  II 


Under 

1 

1 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

65- 

75- 

year 

Males 

2 

1 

• 

1 

1 

1 

5 

11 

39 

19 

Females 

3 

- 

1 

1 

- 

3 

9 

16 

19 

The  average  age  at  death  was  67.4  years,  being  67.5  for  m; 
and  67.2  for  females.  The  oldest  person  dying  was  a  female  a 
93  years.  In  1951  the  averages  were:  65.9,  64.0  for  the  m; 
and  69.0  for  the  females. 


3.  INFANT  MORTALITY 


(a)  During  1952  there  was  a  very  welcome  reduction  in 
number  of  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  in  compari 
with  the  previous  year.  There  were  only  5  deaths  in  1952 
compared  with  13  in  the  previous  year  This  has  resulted  i 
reduction  of  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate  from  49.8  in  1951  to 
per  1,000  live  births  in  1952.  With  the  exception  of  the  y 
1948  and  1949  when  the  rates  were  respectively  16.1  and  1 
this  is  the  lowest  rate  recorded  since  1900  It  compares j 
favourably  with  Infant  Mortality  for  England  and  Wales  w 
was  27.6  per  1,000. 


(b)  The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  five  deaths 
occurred  during  1952 


TABLE  III 


Cause 

Sex 

Age 

Place  of 
birth 

Place  of 

i-viability 

nature  Birth  (26  weeks)  ', 
rops  Feotalis 
naturity  (3  lb.  6  oz.) 
erne  Prematurity 
ectasis  of  lungs  causing 
Imonary  collapse 
tenital  Morbus  Cordis... 

F 

F 

F 

M 

M 

5  minutes 

5  hours 

24  hours 

3  weeks 

5  months 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Home 

Hospital 

Hospital  1 

death 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Home 

Hospital 

kiated'*  therewith  S  tt  ?£? 

r.o 

sas® 
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SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 
THEIR  PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL 

1  Only  38  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  notified  in  1952.  Then 
were  14  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  as  compared  with  11  in  1951  bu 
this  was  still  below  the  average  incidence  of  the  past  10  years. 

Whooping  Cough,  after  two  years  heavy  incidence,  an 
Measles,  after  the  heavy  epidemic  of  1951,  were  both  almoi 

absentee  q{  Poliomyeiitis  with  paralysis  occurred  in  Octobe 
a  girl  of  4  years  The  child  recovered  but  has  been  left  with  som 
paralysis  in  the  limb  for  which  she  is  still  receiving  treatment. 

For  the  fourth  successive  year  there  were  no  cases  ' 
Diphtheria  and  in  the  past  10  years  there  have  been  only  15  casi 
of  this  disease 

The  only  deaths  attributed  to  notifiable  infectious  diseas 
by  the  Registrar-General  were  two  from  Pneumonia. 

^  Tables  IV  and  V  give  details  of  the  cases  of  infectious  disea 

n0,ified'  TABLE  IV 


1 

o 

ro 

ON 

•ofl 

Total 

Total  (1 

Males 

| 

Female 

->  Cu 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

14  (  11) 

10 

4 

9 

8 

-  ( 

-  ( 

-  ( 

Whooping  Cough  . 

4  (  69) 

—  (  -) 

7  (398) 

L 

_ 

Diphtheria  . 

Measles  ...  ...  . 

4 

3 

- 

-  ( 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

3  (  9) 

6  (  3) 
-(  1) 

1  (  — ) 

-  (  9) 

—  (  — ) 

1  3(3) 

-  (  -) 

-  (  -) 
-  (  1) 

-  (  -) 

| 

2  ( 

influenzal)  . 

1 

_  f 

Erysipelas 

_ 

-  (f 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

-  I 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

-  | 

Dysentery 

- 

-  I 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

3 

— 

-  • 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . 

— 

-  • 

Smallpox  . 

— 

-  ' 

Typhoid  . 

_ 

- 

- 

Malaria  . 

— 

- 

Food  Poisoning  . 

_ 

TOTALS  ... 

38  (504) 

24 

14 

9 
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TABLE  V 


Disease 


S  let  Fever  . 

loping  Cough  . 

itheria  . 

gles  . 

|®e  Pneumonia  (primary 

influenzal)  . 

ipelas  . ! ' 

Poliomyelitis  . 

ntery  . 

halmia  Neonatorum 

peral  Pyrexia  . 

lpox  . 

loid  . 

iria  . 

|  I  Poisoning  . 


Totals 


_ _ _ 

At  all  ages 

Age  Groups 

Under  1  year 

1  to  2  years 

3  to  4  years 

5  to  9  years 

10  to  14  years 

15  to  24  years 

G 

o i 
1) 

O 

»/T 

CN 

45  to  64  years 

65  and  over 

14 

_ 

1 

3 

7 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1 

- 

— 

- 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

7 

- 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

3 

1 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

6 

1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

3 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

I 

— 

- 

- 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

— 

~ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

38 

2 

5 

7 

9 

2 

4 

6 

2 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS 


Eleven  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified 
m  one  case  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed.  This  figure  is 
y  slightly  below  the  average.  Only  2  deaths  were  registered 
occurring  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Two  cases  which  had 
n  notified  in  1946  were  reported  during  the  year  to  have 


Three  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  occurred  and  one 
em,  a  boy  of  1|  years,  died  of  tuberculous  meningitis. 

/tbJeJLgiyfTSTdetails  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  the 
r  while  Table  VII  gives  a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis 
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TABLE  VI 


- 1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Ages 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

Pul- 

Non-Pul- 

monary 

monary 

monary 

monary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Under  1  year  . 

1  to  5  years  . 

5  to  15  years  . 

1 

1 

1 

. 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

1 

15  to  25  years  . 

1 

3 

1 

1 

25  to  35  years  . 

1 

1 

35  to  45  years  . 

— 

“ 

1 

45  to  55  years  . 

2 

1 

55  to  65  years  . 

” 

65  and  over  . 

Totals  ... 

5 

6 

1 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

TABLE  VII 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


| 

Non- 

Tc 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1952 

54 

40 

7 

17 

lj 

New  notifications  ...  . 

5 

6 

1 

2 

Cases  not  notified  before  death 

1 

3 

Cases  restored  to  Register  . 

2 

Transfers  from  other  districts 

5 

Deaths  during  year 

Recovered 

2 

1 

1 

1 

- 

Removed  from  district 

2 

1 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed 

Deaths  of  cases  on  Register  but  not 

due  to  Tuberculosis  . 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 

63 

46 

7 

19 

Register,  31st  December,  1952  ... 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  nun 
of  cases  remaining  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year.  To  s< 
extent  this  is  due  to  an  increase  in  cases  transferred  from  o 
districts  but  it  also  is  due  to  the  fewer  deaths  that  are  occurnn 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  following 
es  relating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  of 
Iren  under  15  years  of  age. 


TABLE  VIII 


ir  of 
irth 

Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1952 

Reinforcing 
inoculation 
in  1952 

[  Total  number 
immunised  at 
end  of  1952 

Percentage 
of  related 
population 

>52 

>51 

>50 

>49 

>48 

>47 

>46 

>45 

>44 

>43 

42 

41 

40 

39 

38 

21 

161 

19 

5 

4 

13 

1 

1 

15 

62 

10 

5 

7 

5 

2 

2 

2 

1 

21 

185 

230 

214 

280 

182 

225 

219 

237 

174 

201 

207 

149 

148 

187 

) 

^  69.3%  (64.0%) 

79.2%  (91.0%) 

s  ... 

224 

112 

2,859 

75.7%  (80.3%) 

t  is  pleasing  to  note  that  compared  with  previous  years  there 
een  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  under  5  years  of 
ffio  are  now  immunised,  but  there  has  been  some  decrease 
>se  protected  at  older  ages.  It  cannot  be  repeated  too  often 
nmumsation  is  the  one  and  only  bulwark  against  Diphtheria 
the  present  record  of  no  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  last  four 
is  to  be  maintained,  parents  must  not  neglect  this  very 
ial  safeguard.  y 


ACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 

am  also  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the 
ulars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during  1952 
ned  in  the  following  table :  — 
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TABLE  IX 


Age  Group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Rc-Vaccinations 

Under  1  year  ... 

1  to  4  years  ... 

5  to  14  years  ... 
15  and  over  ... 

109  (94) 

67  (76) 

18  (24) 

45  (60) 

-  (-) 

11  (7) 

15  (17) 

61  (83) 

Totals 

239  (254) 

87  (107) 

SECTION  IV 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  AN l 
SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 

(a)  The  water  supply  is  derived  from  two  boreholes 
Sheerness  East  and  Trinity  Road  and  an  augmenting  supply 
purchased  from  the  Sheppey  Water  Company.  All  the  watei 
chlorinated  before  distribution. 


For  the  greater  part  of  the  year  the  supply  was  intermitt 
being  cut  off  at  11  p.m.  until  the  early  morning.  During  the 
four  months  the  supply  was  constant  at  intervals  for  a  tota 
76  days  and  in  December  for  a  further  10  days.  It  is  to  be  regre 
that  Sheerness  still  finds  it  necessary  to  have  an  intermit! 
supply.  With  such  a  supply  there  is  always  a  potential  dange 
public  health  from  seepage  into  the  mains  when  the  pressur 
low  during  the  cut-off  period.  There  is  an  additional  dange 
that  to  overcome  the  difficulty  of  tap  water  not  being  aval 
at  all  times  many  householders  have  storage  tanks  in  their  hoi 
not  always  in  the  most  suitable  positions  and  not  always  cleai) 
as  regularly  as  they  should  be.  There  is  a  definite  danger  in  . 
tanks  unless  they  receive  the  most  scrupulous  attention.  Purl 
water  is  an  essential  of  life  and  an  ample  supply  should  be  ai 
able  at  all  times. 

The  total  consumption  amounted  to  163,380,200  gallor 
daily  consumption  of  26.4  gallons  per  head  of  the  populatior 


Pumped  from  Trinity  Road  . 

Pumped  from  Sheerness  East  . . 

Purchased  in  bulk  from  Sheppey  Water  Co. 


81.847,8' 

67,905,4 

13,627,0* 
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Approximately  95%  of  houses  in  the  town  are  suonlied  hv 
nains  direct,  the  remainder  being  supplied  by  standpipeP  Y 

.  jb),  Twelvf  samples  of  untreated  water  from  the  THnitv 

SSS&SHgSHHvg 

ater  in  the  reservoir  especially  during  the  warmer  mnnfh  ^ 
5  ,™ount  °f  Chlorine  introduced  wfs  slighuTStSd  Tht 
d  >0  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  water  Sbuted  “ 

drainage  and  sewerage 

lected  at  the  wJ  r  a.nd  the  °lder  Part  of  Mile  Town  is 
m  att  the  West  Master  pumping  station  and  this  is  -dsn 

fe  f-n  aSVt^s'Sr^r  ^ 

ate  n  i  “rs,r  at  the  PumP'ng  stations  but  is  not  otherwise 

£«:  %£  r;csr„of  ,he  West  Mias- 

H  towardTwest 

1  its  completion  is  expected  in  1953.  P 

inage.h0USeS  ‘n  'he  district  and  bolh  camPin8  sites  «e  on  main 


disposal  of  refuse 


OueenboroMJlw^8  in,the  watercourse  known  as  Barton’s  Point 
weenborough  Lines  has  continued  throughout  the  v  r 

^ntly  occurSdPreRndand  extinSuish  fires»  nuisances  have  inter- 
|  y  °CCUrred-  Rodent  contr°l  treatment  is  undertaken  regU. 
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4.  SCHOOLS  SANITATION 

It  was  found  that  the  automatic  flushing  of  the  closets  at  tl: 
Church  of  England  School  was  out  of  use  and  that  manual  open 
tion  had  been  substituted,  the  frequency  of  the  same  being  mad. 
quate.  Arrangements  for  the  overhaul  and  restoration  of  aut< 
matic  flushing  were  made. 


5  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


The  scheme  for  new  conveniences  at  the  eastern  end  of  Mari 
Parade  has  not  materialised.  Steps  were  taken  to  acquire 
site  for  new  conveniences  in  High  Street,  Blue  Town,  and  negoti 
tions  continue  for  alternative  conveniences  for  both  sexes  to  repla 
the  present  Royal  Road  male  convenience.  Plans  for  a  new  co 

venience  in  this  road  were  made.  ...  .  , 

It  was  decided  to  provide  electric  incinerators  in  the  cc 

veniences  for  females. 


6  PUBLIC  BATHS 


(a)  Slipper  Baths.— These  baths  were  opened  in  1949  a 
provide  facilities  for  3  males  and  3  females.  They  were  used  by 
average  of  112  people  per  week  in  1952. 

(b)  Open  Air  Swimming  Pool. — Approximately  35,000  peo 
used  the  Swimming  Pool  during  the  year,  the  highest  attendai 
on  one  day  being  1,000,  while  the  daily  average  during  very  wa 
spells  was  550  bathers. 


The  water  is  purified  by  continuous  filtration  and  chlorinat 
and  reports  on  nine  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examina 
showed  seven  to  be  very  satisfactory,  whilst  the  other  two  w 
below  the  usual  high  standard.  The  deterioration  was  not  sene 


7  LETHAL  CHAMBER  FOR  CATS  AND  DOGS 


The  lethal  chamber  maintained  by  the  Council  for  the  hum 
destruction  of  sick  and  aged  animals  was  again  extensively  u 
during  the  year.  166  cats  and  103  dogs  were  destroyed,  11  ol 
dogs  being  strays  brought  in  by  the  police. 


8  CAMPING 


The  Cheyney  Rock  site  was  operated  satisfactorily  wifi 
nuisance  during  the  year.  The  new  site  adjoining  Ravehn  Bad 
which  has  accommodation  for  82  caravans,  was  opened  to  a  hm 
number  during  the  year.  In  the  absence  of  permanent  convemei 
on  the  site,  permission  to  use  temporarily  adjoining  WL 
obtained  Plans  have  been  approved  and  permit  obtained  tor 
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Premises 

1 

..  18 
2 

..  11 

2 
1 


Rooms 

4 

45 

7 

28 

4 
1 


^  00  the  Site  a"d  «-  will 

lecBti’omSiteS  haVe  mai"S  Water  SUpply  and  daina&  and  refuse 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(a)  Number  of  premises  disinfected  after  infectious  disease  33. 
Formalin  is  used  for  the  disinfection  of  rooms  after  cases  of 

and  °ther  «  steam  ^ 

(b)  The  following  are  details  of  premises  disinfested 
(i)  Bed  Bugs  — 

Council  houses 
Other  houses 
00  Fleas  — 

Council  houses 
Other  houses 

(iii)  Other  insect  pests  — 

Council  houses 

Other  houses  ...  i 

lusCcondUi1tionrriny  iS  made  °J  rehousing  applicants  where  ver- 
us  conditions  are  suspected  or  known  to  have  previously 

D.D.Taa„drefiar£  °"  SPraying  and  dusti"S 

mosquito  control 

rhe  mdhods  used  in  previous  years,  of  spraying  of  outbuild- 

n  andSthP1^8e™S’  etr’’  likely  to  harbour  insects  during  hiber- 
and  the  treating  of  watercourses  with  Malariol  a  specially 

'effect!  C0Maimng  5%  DDT  ha™  ^ed'agat  wS 

«d  fitSE?*  °f  the  No  5  H°™"g  Site  has  emphasised 
or  further  piping  in  and  covering  of  dykes  and  water 

“unciltmSr  i,yTh  h0uses, and  this  ma‘‘“ 

xiuncii  s  attention.  The  completion  of  this  piping  in  will 

sieTmercourses ’  th°U?h  °wing  to  the  kc^that  the 
?^oaWaterC?^Se^.on  t^le  marshes  each  side  of  the  Sheerrmss 
.  ,  are  within  flight  range  of  mosquitoes  to  residential  areas 

if  th616  ^  11mi.natlon  of  these  insects  is  unlikely.  The  eradica 
faffeetaHUti!  inSCCt  .presentS:  a  difficult  problem  and  in  areas 

Drvr  thC  ?raying  of  lon8  §rass  and  foliage  with  a  5% 
e  D  D  T-  emulsion  has  been  undertaken.  7 
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11 


rodent  control  ,  , 

Infestations  occurring  during  1952  were  scattered  and  mm 
ones,  mostly  the  common  rat  and  mice  and  usually  arose  frc 
unsatisfactory  keeping  of  poultry  and  rabbits  at  domestic  premis 

In  accordance  with  the  Divisional  Rodent  Officer’s  instri 
tions,  two  maintenance  treatments  of  sewers  were  made. 


12 


A^ornffiffi fel  is  paid  annually  to  the  Medway  and  Gravesi 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortu 
facilities  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 
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INSPECTIONS  ,  „  .  T 

Details  of  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 

shown  in  Appendix  A. 

14  Details  of  nuisances  and  defects  abated  or  lemedied 
shown  in  appendix  B.  Defects  were  remedied  in  207  mstanos 
informal  action  and  in  eight  instances  after  service  of  statut 

notices. 


SECTION  V 


HOUSING 


1  7he  following  are  details  of  the  number  of  houses  1 
during  1952  and  the  total  since  the  war 

During 


1952 


Total 
end  of 


46 


59 


405 


20 


Council  houses  — 

Temporary,  completed 
Temporary,  under  construction 
Permanent  completed 

Private  enterprise  — 

Permanent  completed 

The  housing  list  was  revised  early  in  1953,  when  397  a 
cants  remained.  Of  this  number  180  were  in  rooms  anc 
remainder  had  tenancies  of  houses  but  applied  through  be  : 
shortage  or  to  obtain  improved  standards  of  amenities. 

Since  the  war  451  families  have  been  rehoused  in  newly 
permanent  and  temporary  accommodation  provided  by  the  C 
and  in  addition  a  smaller  number  in  relet  Counci]  h°u»j 
requisitioned  property.  By  co-operation  of  owners ;  and  ag 
has  also  been  possible  to  accommodate  some  in  privately  co 

houses. 


9  During  the  year  a  commencement  was  made  in  p: 
into  operation  the  Council’s  10  year  slum  clearance  program 
making  of  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders  in  respect  of  28  prop) 
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RoSe  Street  and  Russell  Street.  A  local  public  inquiry  thereon 
held  on  6th  January,  1953,  and  confirmation  of  the  orders 
received  later.  The  properties  included  in  these  orders  were  • 

:  "ot.ok  1139t,|5b’  9?'  972’  97b’  ‘O'-  ™ 

:sell  Street— Nos,  61,  63,  65,  67,  69,  79,  81,  83,  85,  87,  89. 

'th  Street  Passage — Nos.  13,  14. 

Three  Clearance  areas  in  Blue  Town  comprising  21  houses 
;  also  prepared  in  1952  and  represented  in  January,  1953. 

TTe  following  are  details  of  houses  demolished  during  the 


In  pursuance  of  Demolition 
Orders  made  during  the  war. 
All  three  were  empty. 


Informal  action 


se  Street  .  27 

ig’s  Head  Alley  .  12 

t  Lane  .  24 

tory  Street  .  19 

g’s  Head  Alley  . 13 

Iway  Passage  .  3 

tLane  . "l8,"  20j 

deterioration  and  somewhat  dangerous  condition 
me  of  the  old  properties  listed  in  the  10  year  Slum  Qearance 

ew  nf  tl°f  TeaSlnS  concern  to  the  Health  Department  and 
w  of  the  substantial  progress  in  housing  other  applicants 
the  war,  the  demolition  of  structurally  dangerous  and  unfi 
-s  .s  now  becoming  of  primary  importance 

na  ^Cti°n  laken  hy-  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of 
ng  during  the  year  is  summarised  below  : _  ^ 

nspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year 

0)  (a)  Total  number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing 

defef  (under  Pubhc  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  367 
(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  480 

n)  (a)  Number  of  houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1) 
above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded 

192^  and*  l^r"8  Consolidated  Regulations 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made 'for  ' the  purpose  226 
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(iii)  Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dan- 

ous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . 

(iv)  Number  of  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  (iii))  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  .  * 

B.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  forr 

notices. 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  in¬ 
formal  action 

C.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  under 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(i)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  . 

(ii)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demo¬ 

lition  Orders  were  made 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  (made  in  former  years)  ... 

(iii)  Proceedings  under  Section  25 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clear¬ 

ance  Orders  approved 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of 
Clearance  Orders  ... 

Under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  . 

(ii)  Number  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  ser¬ 

vice  of  formal  notices 


SECTION  VI 

FOOD  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 


1  FOOD  BYELAWS,  Etc. 


The  Byelaws  with  respect  to  the  handling,  wrapping 
delivery  of  food  were  complied  with  satisfactorily. 

It  is  considered  that  information  on  food  hygiene  is 
disseminated  during  visits  of  inspection  to  food  shops  catennj 
manufacturing  premises,  as  very  few  traders  responded  to  n 
tions  to  attend  a  film  show  and  lecture  on  the  subject. 
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There  has  been  some  increase  in  the  use  of  refrigerated  disnlav 

fcoumgedCOld  S‘°rage  dUri"g  'he  yaar  a"d  •ta'WS 

ices  reauestlnu  ,n?st .  fo°d  t™ders  welcomed  the  issue  of 

ices  requesting  the  exclusion  of  dogs  from  food  shops. 

milk  supply 

phmTinaoDer°atfiondU ThS  the  area  but  there  is  one  P^steuris- 
P  The  "  are  ;,«  'S  !?  suPer,v,sed  by  th^  County  authori- 
ignations ~6  8  d  retailers  retailing  the  following 

Pasteurised  ...  - 

T.T.  (pasteurised)  9 

Sterilised  ...  "23 

l2les^,i|lLdam?leS  tal(en  during  the  year  were" 25  pasteurised 
sterilised.  One  sample  of  pasteurised  milk  failed  to  satisfy 

o^haMLan  h^’  methylene  blue  bein§  decolourised  at  the 
of  half-an-hour.  A  repeat  sample  ten  days  later  was  satisfac- 

prOVe’  with  this  one  exception,  that  the  supplies 
P  y  Wlth  the  standards  for  their  respective  designations 

Milk  supplies  to  the  district  are  principally  from  two  retailers 

h“'d7sS,rtanbevC?htdHT^  d3ily  fr°4°"d«  a"d  PaSS 

me  aistnct  by  the  HTST  process.  The  other  is  a  producer 
ler  who  also  purchases  from  other  sources  and  pasteurises  at 
wn  premises  in  the  adjoining  rural  district.  The  sterilised 
is  delivered  weekly  from  London  and  sold  in  sealed  bottles 
a  number  of  retail  food  shops. 

There  have  been  no  major  alterations  to  the  one  dairv  in  the 

P'a"S  **  ' 

stni 

CE  CREAM 

^vea^hnt^nn6  manu?cturers  of  ice  cream  at  the  beginning 
ie  year,  but  one  ceased  to  operate  during  the  year.  There 

hi-  aPP  lcabons.  for  registration  of  premises  for  retail 
Doth  for  pre-packed  ice  cream. 

Number  of  premises  registered  for  manufacture  3 
Ditto  for  sale  and  storage  ...  32 

th<>  paS‘  feW  yearS  a  “"sizable  decline 
^  local  manufacture  of  ice  cream  and  an  increase  in  retailers 
led  by  well-known  manufacturers  of  national  repute. 
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Seventeen  samples  examined  during  the  year  gave  the  fo 
lowing  results  : — 

Grade  I,  8  ;  II,  4  ;  HI,  4  ;  IV,  1 


4  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

The  handling  and  transport  of  meat  continues  satisfactori 
and  verv  little  has  been  condemned  on  this  account  Slaughter 
is  carried  out  at  the  Ministry  of  Food  abattoir  at  Sittingbourr 
There  was  a  considerable  increase  over  1951  in  the  quantity^ 
home  killed  meat  condemned  through  being  heated.  This  occurr 
during  hot  and  humid  weather,  but  no  doubt  better  hanging  a 
cold  storage  at  the  abattoir  would  have  lessened  this  amount. 

The  following  are  details  of  foods  found  unfit  for  hum 
consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Milk 


Sausages 

Fish 


140  tins 

Rabbit  . 

.  235  lb 

9  lbs. 

Ham  . 

.  39  lb 

75  tins 

Eggs  . 

.  108 

1  11 

64  tins 

Cheese  . 

65  tins 

Cooked  meat  .. 

39  lb 

189  pkts. 

Chicken  . 

.  ...  88  lb 

18  lbs. 

Bacon  . 

37  11 

108  lbs. 
26  tins 
153  tins 
506  lbs. 

Biscuits  . 

85  It 

in  w 


The  manufacture  of  marshmallow  confectionery 
cups  was  commenced  during  the  year  and  the  premises  u 
operated  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  One  potato  crisp  factory  . 
undertook  the  preparation  of  packeted  foods  and  chocolate 
ping  of  wafers. 


5  FISH  FRYING 

There  are  10  fried  fish  shops  and  these  premises  were  open 
in  a  satisfactory  manner  with  one  exception  where  the  stanc 
left  room  for  improvement.  After  cautioning  and  subsequent 
visits  the  business  was  more  satisfactorily  conducted. 


6  SHELL-FJSH 

The  preparation  of  shell-fish  continues  to  be  carried  on  1 
few  families  at  the  rear  of  domestic  premsies.  One  family  ce 
preparation  of  shell-fish  during  the  year  on  moving  to  altern. 
housing  accommodation.  A  complaint  of  nuisance  from 
cockles  at  the  rear  of  domestic  premises  was  dealt  with. 
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BAKEHOUSES 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  all  introduced  sale 
iced  wrapped  bread  and  whilst  sliced  bread  appears  to  be 
ilar  with  the  housewife  the  necessity  for  wrapping  it  enables 
essential  commodity  to  be  handled  in  a  more  cleanly  manner 
formerly,  a  happy  coincidence  of  commercial  practice  with 
mic  principle.  It  is  also  pleasing  to  note  that  mechanical  wrap- 
ot  some  lines  of  confectionery  is  being  introduced.  The  three 
ries  are  large  well-equipped  establishments. 


OOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


I  am  able  to  give  details  of 
iheerness  Urban  District  by 
eights  and  Measures  of  the 

irin  Tablets .  1 

ana  Pieces  .  1 

Ivers’  Yeast  . 

bly  Gum  . 

erscotch  . 

erscotch  Bon-bons 

mine  Lotion  . 

bis-nate  . 

ry  Flavour  Essence 


nical  Food  .  1 

?e  and  Chicory  Essence 
pound  Yeast  Tablets  . 

ish  Pilchards  . 

m  Powder  . 

ard  Powder  . 

Milk  Powder  . 

y  Fizz  . 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


samples  taken  under  this  Act  in 
courtesy  of  the  Chief  Inspector 
Kent  County  Council  : — 

Linctus  Pastilles  .  j 

Liver  Sausage  . \ 

Malt  Vinegar  .  j 

Marmalade  .  ? 

Milk  . 

Mincemeat  . 

Morfat  Wipping 

Plum  Jam  . 

Sherbits  . 

Shrimp  Paste  . 

Skimmed  Milk  Powder 

Soothing  Powder  . 

Sponge  Mixture  . 

Table  Jelly  . 

Takazama  Lozenges 

Tea  . 

Whisky  . 

White  Pepper  .  2 

Yeastamin  Tablets  . ...  ’  i 

Zinc  and  Castor  Oil  Cream  1 


26 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 


ream  .  2 

ies’  Fountain  .  1 

ice  Crunch  .  1 

U  the  above  samples  were  genuine  with  the  exception  of  the 

scotch— 4  7%  total  fat  of  which  2.0%  is  butter.  Manufacture 
scontinued. 

scotch  ( Bon-bons  2.6%  butter  fat.  Use  of  description 
butter  discontinued.  Manufacturer  cautioned. 

3.3^  deficient  in  fat.  Further  sample  satisfactory. 
Pepper — Contained  a  considerable  amount  of  black  pepper 
further  formal  sample  from  the  same  supplier  was  genuine. 

3  action  taken. 
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SECTION  VII 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health:  — 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  local  authorities  (no  mech¬ 
anical  power)  . 

9 

8 

_ 

Factories  not  included  above  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
local  authorities  (mechanical 
power)  . 

43 

33 

— 

Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  local 
authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises)  . 

3 

3 

2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  :  — 


Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to  H.M.  by  H 
Inspector  Inspe< 

Want  of  cleanliness 

(Section  1) . 

1 

1 

— 

- 

Sanitarv  conveniences,  un¬ 
suitable  or  defective  (Sec¬ 
tion  7) 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3.  Outwork 

There  are  4  outworkers  in  the  district,  all  making  we 
apparel.  No  action  was  necessary  under  Sections  110  and  11 
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APPENDIX  A 


Visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Jhl  iS  aTn  ana,ysis  of  the  4,256  visits  and  re-visits 

e  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year. 


imulations 

?ins 

ihouses 

infested  houses 

linous  houses  (excluding  bugs) 

y  conditions  ... 

ctive  sanitary  accommodation 

iage  . 

is  defective 
mge  re-laid  ... 

>ries  and  workplaces 
and  places  of  entertainment 
es-let-in-lodgings 
c  Health  Interviews  ... 
ble  Dwellings 
ie  Stores,  etc. 

'  Conveniences 
and  Mice 
e  Collection 
e  Tips 

Is  ...  ...  ’  ’ 

s  and  Piggeries 
ng  of  Animals 
ning  Pools  ... 

,  Bacteriological 
supplies 
courses 

lito  control  ... 
e 

tions  under  Public  Health  Acts 
tions  under  Housing  Regulations,  193? 
tions  in  Clearance  Areas 
its  to  Houses  under  Demolition  Order 
inspected  for  overcrowding 
laneous  housing  visits 
•sing  interviews  and  investigations 
t>us  disease  investigations 


Visits  and 
Re-visits 

...  13 

...  25 

...  11 
...  39 

...  36 

...  20 
...  22 
...  129 

...  27 

6 

...  44 

7 

3 

...  472 
9 

...  18 

7 

...  500 
...  13 

...  10 

4 

...  12 
4 
9 

...  12 
...  92 

...  10 
9 

...  12 
...  52 

...  254 
...  226 
...  59 

7 

...  15 

...  101 
..  1562 
..  27 
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Disinfections 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  ... 
Fishmongers  and  Poulterers 
Fried  Fish  Shops  ... 

Grocers 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 
Dairies  and  Milk  Shops 
Ice  Cream  premises 
Restaurants 

Food  manufacturing  premises 
Milk  samples 
Ice  Cream  samples 
Miscellaneous  Food  visits 
Smoke,  Dust  and  Fumes  ... 
Miscellaneous  interviews  ... 


APPENDIX  B 

Nuisance  and  Defects  remedied  during  the  year 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation 

Defective  sanitary  accommodation 

Drainage  repaired 

Drainage  cleansed 

Drainage  reconstructed 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed 

Waste  pipes  repaired  or  trapped  ...  ... 

Rain  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired 

Dampness  remedied 

Roofs  made  watertight 

Walls  and  ceilings  repaired 

Floors  repaired 

Windows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved  ... 
Fireplaces  and  stoves  repaired 
Water  supplies,  defects  remedied  ... 

Yard  paving  repaired 
Refuse  receptacles  provided 
Smoke  nuisance  abated 
Accumulations  of  refuse  abated 
Keeping  of  animals  abated 
Verminous  rooms  disinfested 
Overcrowding  abated 
Miscellaneous 


Total  ... 
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leppey  Rural  District  Council 


=  1952  =-■ 

Chairman  : 

W.  S.  Evans,  j.p. 

Vice-Chairman : 

H.  A.  Auty 

Councillors : 

H.  A.  Auty 
R.  N.  Bigg 
T.  H.  Dale 
A.  P.  Dummott 
Mrs.  H.  Faulkner 
Mrs.  Z.  Hounsell 
W/Cmr.  W.  E.  James 
A.  Johnson,  J.P. 

Miss  E.  M.  Mills 
G.  T.  Parris 
V.  G.  Peake 
F.  H.  Purvis 


HEALTH  COMMITTEE: 
Chairman : 

H.  A.  Auty 

Councillors : 

W.  S.  Evans,  J.P. 

Mrs.  H.  Faulkner 
Mrs.  Z.  Hounsell 
Miss  E.  M.  Mills 
G.  T.  Parris 
F.  H.  Purvis 

Clerk  to  the  Council: 

S-  P-  Walton,  a.c.i.s.,  f.r.v.a.,  f.r.econ.s. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

E.  F.  Brading,  m.i.mun.e.,  a.r.san.i.,  m.s.i.a. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector : 

T.  E.  Davies 
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Public  Health  Department, 

Trinity  Road, 
Sheerne 

To  tlic  Sheppey  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the  hea 
of  the  Sheppey  Rural  District  during  1952. 

For  the  fifth  successive  year  there  was  a  decline  in  the  Bi 
Rate.  The  Crude  Rate  was  14.2  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
lowest  since  1935.  The  Corrected  Birth  Rate,  used  for  comparh 
with  other  districts,  was  14.4.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wa 
was  15.3. 

The  Crude  Death  Rate  was  slightly  lower  than  in  1951,  be 
11.2  per  1,000  population,  while  the  corrected  rate,  10.5,  a 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  11.3  for  England  and  Wales 

There  was  an  increase  in  the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  5  infa 
dying  under  one  year  of  age,  giving  a  rate  of  38.5  per  1,000  1 
births.  Although  this  rate  is  the  highest  since  1947  and  is  hig 
than  the  rate  of  27.6  for  England  and  Wales,  these  fluctuations 
to  be  expected  with  a  small  population  and  the  average  rate 
the  past  five  years  is  25.1,  which  is  satisfactory. 

There  were  no  serious  outbreaks  of  infectious  disease  dur 
the  year  and  although  Poliomyelitis  did  occur,  this  was  confii 
to  two  mild  cases. 

Though  there  was  a  considerable  increase  in  the  number 
new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  during  1952- 
cases  in  1952  as  compared  with  2  in  1951 — the  number  notil 
during  1951  was  exceptionally  low.  Taken  over  the  last  10  ye; 
the  average  yearly  notification  has  been  7  cases  and  on  only  th 
occasions  since  1926  has  the  number  been  10  or  more  and  th 
were  during  the  war  and  post-war  years.  The  reason  for  the 
crease  in  1952  is  not  at  present  apparent.  In  dealing  with  what 
relatively  small  numbers  of  cases,  yearly  variations  are  very 
to  occur  depending  on  delays  or  otherwise  in  notification.  Des| 
the  increase  in  notifications,  however,  it  is  gratifying  to  note  t 
no  deaths  occurred  from  this  form  of  Tuberculosis  for  thr*.  first  ti 
since  at  least  1926. 
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During  the  year  further  action  was  taken  in  the  expediting  of 
:  Leysdown  Drainage  Scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  as  a  result 
action  taken  a  proper  sewerage  scheme  and  disposal  works  will 
available  for  this  area  in  the  near  future.  With  the  very  large 
as  in  Leysdown  and  Warden  developed  and  in  process  of  de- 
opment  as  holiday  camps,  the  matter  is  one  of  extreme  urgency. 

During  the  year  a  survey  was  also  made  of  most  of  the 
vate  wells  in  outlying  districts  supplying  either  individual  pro¬ 
ties  or  small  groups  of  properties.  As  a  result  of  the  survey 
eral  improvements  either  in  relation  to  the  well  itself  or  in 
ard  to  the  methods  of  storage  were  carried  out  with  a  view  to 
>roving  the  purity  of  the  water.  Generally  speaking,  however, 
>e  wells  can  be  considered  reasonably  safe  for  the  small  popu- 
ons  they  supply,  though  constant  supervision  is  necessary. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  to  thank  Mr.  Brading  and  Mr. 
des  for  their  able  assistance  and  loyal  co-operation  and  also 
hank  members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  kindly  con- 
ration. 

1  have  the  honour  to  be 

Your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  HAUXWELL. 


SECTION  I 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

^rea  . 20,319  acres 

Population  as  estimated  by  the  Registrar-General  for 

mid  1952  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9J44 

This  figure  is  40  more  than  the  estimate  for  1951  but 
308  less  than  the  count  at  the  Census  taken  in  April, 

1951.  The  natural  increase  in  population  that  is  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  28 

dumber  of  inhabited  houses  ...  ...  3,138 

Rateable  value  . £53,132 

>um  represented  by  penny  rate  ...  ...  ...  £205 
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SECTION  II 


1  BIRTHS 

(a)  Live  Births 
Legitimate 
Illegitimate 
Totals 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

Males 

.  67  (87) 

.  5(3) 

.  72  (90) 


Females 

Totals 

55  (58) 

122  (14: 

3  (  2) 

8  (  : 

58  (60) 

130  (151 

The  total  number  of  births  during  1952  was  20  (13.3%)  lej 
than  in  1951.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  births  was  6.2 /0 
the  total  births  as  compared  with  3.3%  in  the  previous  year. 


(b)  Birth  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


(c)  Still  Births 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 


Males 
2  (— ) 
-  (-) 
2  (-) 


...  14.2  (16 

...  14.4  (16.! 

...  15.3  (15 

Females  Tot; 

1  (1)  3 

1  (1)  1  I 

2  (2)  4  I 


Stillbirths  were  3.0%  of  the  total  live  and  still  biiths.  In  Hi 
the  figure  was  1.3%. 


the  total  mrng  ^  u  •••  — •  _ 

which  50  were  males  and  52  females.  The  corresponding  hgr 

for  1951  were— males  62,  females  43,  total  105. 


DEATHS 

Ike  fb'> 


loX  oV 


t  A  i  l-Lc 

in  the  previous  yeat, 

i  _ i  cr\  pnrrpcnnnn l n H  tl 


(b)  Death  Rate 

Crude  Rate  per  1,000  population  ... 
Corrected  Rate  per  1,000  population 
Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


11.2  (1 
10.5  (1 
11.3  (1 


(c)  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  as 
cated  to  the  area  by  the  Registrar  General  and  classified  under 
36  headings  based  on  the  Abbreviated  List  of  the  Internatuff 
Statistical  Classification  of  Diseases,  Injuries  and  Causes  ot  ue, 

1948.  1 

(Figures  in  brackets  relate  to  1951) 
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TABLE  I 


Cause 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 

Diphtheria  . 

Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

>>  »  lung,  bronchus  .. 

»  „  breast  . 

»  „  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo¬ 
plasms 

Leukaemia,  aleukasmia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza  . 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Olcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 
All  causes 


Males 

Females 

-  (  3) 

-  (-) 

-  (— ) 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (— ) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (— ) 

—  (-) 

—  (— ) 

—  (— ) 

1  (  1) 

3  (-) 

4  (  1) 

—  (— ) 

—  (-) 

5  (  I) 

-  (-) 

1  (  3) 

6  (  3) 

3  (  2) 

-  (  1) 

—  (  1) 

-  (-) 

2  (-) 

6  (  7) 

2  (  8) 

3  (  6) 

8  (  4)  1 

2  (  2) 

1  (  1) 

11  (19) 

15  (  9)  2 

1  (  1) 

4  (  2) 

—  (  1) 

-  (  1)  - 

1  (  1) 

—  (  1) 

3  (  4) 

2  (— ) 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

—  (-) 

1  (-) 

—  (  I) 

-  (-)  - 

1  (-) 

-  (  2) 

2  (— ) 

—  (— ) 

-  (-) 

—  (— )  - 

2  (-) 

—  (  1) 

3  (  6) 

3  (  6) 

—  (  2) 

—  (— )  - 

1  (  2) 

—  (— ) 

1  (  1) 

—  (  1) 

-  (-) 

—  (-)  - 

-  (  3) 
1  (-) 
1  (-) 

-  (-) 
-  (— ) 
-  (-) 

-  (-) 
-  (— ) 
-  (-) 
4  (  1) 

4  (  1) 

5  (  1) 

1  (  3) 

9  (  5) 
-  (  2) 

2  (-) 
8  (15) 

1  (10) 
3  (  3) 

26  (28) 

(  3) 

(  2) 

(  2) 

(  4) 
(— ) 
(— ) 

(  I) 

(  2) 
(— ) 
(— ) 

(  1) 
(12) 

(  2) 

(  2) 

(  2) 
(— ) 


50  (62)  52  (43)  102  (105) 


From  the  above  table  it  will  be  noticed  that  the  only  appre- 
'grease  compared  with  the  previous  year  is  in  the  number 
-aths  attributable  to  malignant  conditions.  Whether  this  is 
:tual  increase  in  this  condition  or  as  is  more  likely  is  due  to 
••  facilities  for  diagnosis  it  is  difficult  to  say.  There  has  also 
taken  into  consideration  the  fact  that  Sheppey  has  an  appre- 

scause  ofTT'0"  °f  perS°nS  retired  either  for  health  reasons 

iere  was  also  a  slight  increase  during  the  year  in  those  dying 
respiratory  diseases,  due  no  doubt  to  the  cold  and  wet 
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autumn  and  winter.  Heart  disease  and  diseases  associated  there 
with  still  form  the  largest  proportion  of  all  deaths  occurring,  du 
mainly  to  age  and  to  the  fact  that  this  is  so  often  the  final  phas 
of  indeterminate  ill-health. 

(d)  The  following  table  shows  the  age  groups  in  which  tl 
deaths  occurred. 


TABLE  11 


1 

Under 

65- 

1 

75- 

1 

year 

1- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

35- 

45- 

55- 

Males 

4 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

3 

9 

11 

17 

Females 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

6 

9 

12 

20 

The  average  age  at  death  was  63.7  years,  being  62.1  for  ma 
and  65.3  for  females.  The  average  at  death  in  1951  was  66 
being  64.0  for  males  and  69.6  for  females.  The  oldest  pers 
dying  was  a  female  aged  90  years. 


3  INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  number  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age  v 
5  as  compared  with  3  in  1951.  The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  j 
1,000  live  births  was  38.5  as  compared  with  20.0  the  previous  ye 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  was  27.6. 

Details  of  the  deaths  are  given  in  the  following  table 


TABLE  III 


Cause 

Sex 

Age 

Place  of 

birth 

Place  of 

death 

Extreme  Prematurity 

F 

24  hours 

Hospital 

Hospita 

Marasmus . 

M 

1  month 

Hospital 

Hospita 

Gen.  Peritonitis 

Congenital  hypertrophic 
pyloric  stenosis 

M 

1  month 

Home 

Hospita 

Acute  Bronchitis . 

M 

2  months 

Home 

Home 

Broncho  Pneumonia 

Spina  Bifida 
Hydrocephalus 

M 

6  months 

Home 

Hospita 
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:ath?ienrei95P2PCthorhSrifiCam  reas°n,for  lhe  increase  in  infant 
rt  ttlouSh  the  figure  is  the  highest  since  1947  Three 

the  deaths  that  occurred  (those  due  to  (a)  extreme  prematurity 
)  congenital  pyloric  stenosis  and  (c)  spina  bifida)  may  be  classed 
due  to  congenital  defects  and  it  is  this  class  of  tnfan,  deaths 

e  nalaU-nre'0  be  m°St  stubborn  10  preventive  measures.  Good 
te-natal  care  appears  at  present  the  best  approach. 


SECTION  III 

INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

their  prevalence  and  control 

£?sT  Ir  I- in 

tber  of  cases  of  Measles  during0 1  ^““only  "33“  caw's  "be’!'» 
m  companson  with  245  in  the  previous  year  Of  the  cases 

he0Careaea„dmweerehan  ,?alfKWere  am0"*s‘  cam^s  “‘holiday 
he  area  and  were  no  doubt  incubating  the  disease  on  arrival, 

CBo,h0fmPat°good  ^ °"e  WUh  a"d  °ne 

ir°rinhethfeUoas,Sm“SSiVerar  lhefe  were  "°  cases  of  Dipl,. 
:ath.  h  P  t  10  yearS  here  have  been  only  4  cases  with 

istrar  r>y  diCaths  nttnbu'ed  to  infectious  disease  by  the 
istrar  General  were  2  due  to  Pneumonia.  Y 

lotS  tHtalo1CaSfS  notified’  the  number  admitted  to  hospital  and 
to  al  deaths  from  each  disease  as  shown  in  the  Registrar 
v  al  classification  of  deaths  are  given  in  Table  IV  below. 
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TABLE  IV 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary  or 

influenzal)  . 

Erysipelas  •  .  ••• 

Meningococcal  Infection 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ••• 

Acute  Encephalitis,  post  infec¬ 
tious 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Smallpox  . 

Typhoid  ... 

Malaria 

Food  Poisoning 
Totals 


Total 

Deaths  (1951) 

Males 

Females 

7  (12)  i 

i  I 

6 

33  (71) 

15 

18 

-  (-) 

- 

— 

33  (245) 

19 

14 

21  (18) 

15 

6 

4  (2) 

4 

-  (1) 

— 

2  (-) 

2 

" 

-  (1) 

- 

- 

-  (A 

- 

-  (-) 

- 

— 

1  (2) 

1 

-  (-) 

— 

-  (-) 

- 

-  (-) 

- 

-  (2) 

101  (354) 

52 

49 

4  !  -  (■ 

:  1 

-  (1 


8  !  2 
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Removed  to 
Hospital 


US' ,lLShd°u"inghtoea^a?.iS,ribUti0n  °f  “““  °f  Infeclious 


Scarlet  Fever  . 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

Acute  Pneumonia  (primary 
influenzal) 

Erysipelas 

^cute  Poliomyelitis 
Oysentery 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
’uerperal  Pyrexia 
•mallpox 
yphoid  ... 

Malaria 

•ood  Poisoning 


Totals 


TABLE  V 


or 


< 


1 

33 

33 

21 

4 


101 


Age  Groups 


Under  1  year 

1 

1  CM 

1 

l 

fO 

On 

io 

10-  14 

■V 

CM 

i 

25-44 

45-64 

— 

1 

I  1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

1  8 

9 

15 

- 

— 

_ 

- 

- 

_ 

_ 

“ 

11 

11 

11 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

4 

_ 

__ 

5 

5 

— 

1 

- 

1 

~ 

— 

1 

1 

- 

- 

_ 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

_ 

“ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

“ 

- 

“  1 

1 

- 

_ 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

~ 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

~ 

~ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

~ 

— 

~ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

20 

21  1 

35 

1  J 

2 

6  | 

6  ' 

tuberculosis 


ring  1952  TWs*U  °I  Tuberculosis  were  reported 

torfed  during  She  previous  vet  ET  in  ?*  "™»er 
ring  1951  was  exceptionally  low  AkeJ  ov«  IhTto  mP°r,ed 

'"g  the  year  from  this  form  of  the  dSase  '  "°  dea"1S 


”-■950°", 2  WCS 

wiet.  There  was  I  death  S?*  theSe  ,fl6ures  lead  »  some 
in  of  12,  who  died  from  ,UberC'"°Sis- 
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65  and  over 


Table  VI  gives  particulars  of  new  cases  and  deaths  during  tl 
year,  while  Table  VII  gives  a  summary  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculos 

Register.  TABLE  VI  _ _ 


Ages 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

Pul-  Non-Pul- 

monary  monary 

M  F  M  F 

Pul¬ 

monary 

M  F 

Non-Pu 

monar; 

M  F 

Under  1  year  . 

1  to  5  years 

5  to  15  years 

15  to  25  years  . 

25  to  35  years 

35  to  45  years  . 

45  to  55  years 

55  to  65  years 

65  and  over  . 

_ 

1 

1 

! 

1 

2 

4 

- 

1 

2 

1 

1 

- 

1 

- 

_ 

- 

Totals  ... 

4 

.  7 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

TABLE  VII 

SUMMARY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  REGISTER 


Pulmonary 

M  F 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M  F 

Tot 

On  Register,  1st  January,  1952  ... 

28 

25 

12 

9 

74 

New  notifications  . 

4 

7 

3 

2 

16 

Cases  not  notified  before  death  ... 

- 

Cases  restored  to  Register  . 

1 

Transfers  from  other  districts  . 

1 

l 

Deaths  during  year  . 

_ 

- 

1 

1 

| 

Recovered  . 

- 

” 

Removed  from  district  . 

2 

1 

Diagnosis  not  confirmed  . 

— 

— 

I 

Deaths  of  cases  on  Register  but  not 
due  to  Tuberculosis  . 

- 

~ 

- 

Number  of  cases  remaining  on 
Register,  31st  December,  1952 

31 

32 

14 

1  10 

8' 

4  DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  follov 
figures  relating  to  the  state  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheri 
children  under  15  years  of  age. 
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TABLE  VIII 


Year  of 
Birth 


1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1943 

1942 

1941 

1940 

1939 

1938 


Primary 
Immunisation 
in  1952 

Reinforcing 
Inoculation 
in  1952 

Total  number 
immunised  at 
end  of  1952 

Percentage 
of  related 
population 

13 

101 

10 

6 

— 

13 

112 

i  64.4% 

109 

1  1  £ 

f  (62.9%) 

Totals 


2 

22 

10 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 


135 


44 


150 

177 

172 

185 

160 

142 

160 

103 

105 

106 
103 


1913 


89.7% 

(89.3%) 


81.3%  (79.5%) 


Though  there  has  been  some  slight  increase  in  the  percent'!  oP 

age  of  by.1 immunisation  against  Diphtheria  the  pel¬ 

age  of  those  under  5  so  protected  is  still  rather  low  and  if  th* 
ent  immunity  from  this  disease  is  to  be  maintained^ ^  mothers 
encouraged  to  have  their  children  immunised  at  an  earlier 


VACCINATION  AGAINST  SMALLPOX 


ngapmart!cul!inrseobftenders  ^  C°Unty  Medical  °fficer  **  the  fol- 
"8  Partlculars  of  persons  vaccinated  against  Smallpox  during 


TABLE  IX 

Age  group 

Primary 

Vaccinations 

Re-vaccinations 

Under  1  year 

1  to  4 

5  to  14  ... 

1 5  and  over 

40  (57) 

31  (39) 

6  (  9) 

18  (14) 

--  (-) 

2  (  1) 

7  (  3) 

21  (53) 

Totals  ... 

—  _ 

95  (119) 

30  (57) 
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SECTION  IV 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
AND  SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


1.  WATER  SUPPLY 


(a)  The  area  is  at  present  supplied  from  three  bores  belongn 
to  the  Shenney  Water  Company  and  one  belonging  to  the  Rui 
Sisifct  fficil  The  Council  also  have  a  bore  in  the  village 
Levsdown  but  this  was  not  used  during  the  year  and  is  maintain 
as  a  s^midby  supply.  The  Sheppey  General  Hospital  at  Mins 
also  has  its  own  private  bore  though  it  also  gets  supplies  from  t 
Sheppey  Water  Company. 


Though  the  existing  sources  of  supply  are  sufficient  for 
normal  needs  of  the  district,  it  has  been  found  that  during 
holiday  period  when  there  is  a  great  influx  of  visitors,  especia 
^  ^  in  the  Levsdown  and  Warden  areas,  that  1 

supphe^u/these  areas  do  not  satisfy  all  the  demands  made  up 
them.  During  the  year  the  following  quantities  were  pumped  f 
the  four  public  supplies  referred  to 


Sheppey  R.D.C.:  Warden  Springs  Pumping  Station g£ 


Sheppey  Water  Co.: 

Wallend  Waterworks 
Eastchurch  Pumping  Station 
Minster  Pumping  Station 


49,339,000  gi 
31,683,000  g 
19,581,000  gi 


Of  the  total  of  100.603,000  gallons  pumped  by  the  She? 
Water  Company,  13,627,000  gallons  were  supplied  to  the  Sheer 
Urban  District  The  total  consumption  in  the  area  of  the  S  p 
R  D  dur  ng  rte  year  from  both  the  Sheppey  Water  Company 
fhe  Councif’s  bore  was  96,018,500  gallons.  Based  on  resident  p< 
lation  this  represents  approximately  28.7  gallons  per  hea  p 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  during  the  summer  mon  hs 
influx  of  visitors  probably  doubles  the  actual  popu  a 
the  actual  consumption  per  head  will  be  much  less. 


rk\  Camnlps  taken  both  at  the  source  and  from  points  of 
tribudon  fhowed  that  the  water  from  the  Sheppey  Water  Comj 

S^SBBsSStJ 

special  significance. 
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Reports  on  samples  taken  from  the  Warden  Springs  supply 
however  not  so  good.  Samples  of  untreated  water  from 
ore  were  with  a  few  negligible  exceptions,  found  good  but 
/era!  points  on  the  distribution  system  it  was  found  that 
e  chlorination,  deterioration  had  occurred.  To  obviate  this 
aiding  reservoir  was  thoroughly  cleansed  and  painted  and 
ire  being  taken  to  have  it  covered.  This  improved  the  water 
le  °t  the  points  of  distribution,  but  at  one  point  which  has  a 
ength  of  main  with  a  comparatively  small  draw  off  unsatis- 
V  sarnPles  were  still  being  obtained.  To  obviate  this,  regular 
ig  of  this  main  has  been  adopted  as  a  temporary  measure. 

)  During  the  year  special  attention  was  given  to  wells 
'ing  outlying  districts.  As  a  result  of  samples  taken  it  was 
that  some  of  these  were  far  from  satisfactory  and  immediate 
was  taken  to  minimise  possible  sources  of  contamination, 
ne  cases  greater  protection  has  been  given  to  the  top  of 
11,  in  others  defects  in  the  lining  have  been  remedied  and  in 
stance  a  new  bore  pipe  has  been  installed.  A  further  source 
sible  contamination  of  these  waters  was  found  in  the  un- 
:tory  condition  of  some  tanks  used  for  storage  purposes, 
have  been  cleansed  and  improved  where  necessary. 

;gular  inspection  and  sampling  of  these  wells  is  now  bein^ 
ined.  6 


!  Tte  number  of  houses  supplied  with  the  source  and 
1  or  distribution  was  as  follows  : — 


From  public  supplies  Private  or  communal  wells 
Tap  in  house  Standpipe  No.  of  wells  No.  of  houses 


■ 

2352 

ireh  ... 

424 

i 

134 

wn  ... 

218 

1 


1  1 

2  70* 

5  15 


:  are  mainly  bungalows  and  chalets  at  Shellness  Hamler 
as  summer  residences  only  and  also  beach  chalets  alon« 
less  beach.  ° 


addition,  all  camping  sites  are  supplied  with  water  mains 
tbhc  sources. 


65 


2.  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 

(a)  The  method  of  sewage  disposal  throughout  the  distr 

summarised  below  : —  .  , 

Number  of  properties,  including  ca 

Main  drainage  Cesspools  Pail  c 

Minster  .  2302 

Eastchurch  .  158 

Leysdown  .  95 

Warden  .  — 

Elmley  and  Harty  ...  — 

(b)  Minster  :  Practically  all  the  houses  in  the  Minster  an 
connected  to  main  drainage.  To  many  of  the  remainder  the 
is  not  easily  available.  Nine  cesspools  were  abolished  durn 
year. 

Sewage  from  the  area  is  collected  at  either  the  Scrapsg 
Sheerness  East  Disposal  Works  which  consist  of  detritus 
settling  tanks,  filter  beds  and  humus  tank.  The  effluent 
Sheerness  East  is  discharged  into  an  open  ditch  approxima 
mile  in  length  before  the  final  discharge  on  to  the  mud  fl 
Scrapsgate.  The  effluent  from  the  Scrapsgate  Works  disc 
into  the  same  ditch  at  Scrapsgate. 

(c)  Eastchurch  :  Approximately  one-third  of  the  prem 
this  area  are  connected  to  main  drainage  and  during  the  yea 
further  conversions  from  cesspools  to  main  drainage  were 

Sewage  is  collected  at  the  Eastchurch  Sewage  Works,  fo 
belonging  to  the  R.A.F.  and  is  dealt  with  by  settling  tanks 
beds  and  humus  tank.  The  effluent  is  piped  to  Windmill 
in  the  Swale. 

(d)  Leysdown  and  Warden  :  About  one-fifth  of  the  prc 
in  this  area  are  now  connected  to  main  drainage,  46  conv 
from  cesspools  being  made  during  the  year. 

The  Council  have  by  agreement  with  the  Ministry  of 
and  the  Air  Ministry  connected  such  sewers  as  are  unde 
control  to  the  Shellness  Purification  Works  belonging  to  t 
Ministry.  At  these  works  the  sewage  is  dealt  with  by  settlin; 
and  filter  beds  and  the  effluent  is  discharged  into  the  nc 
Capel  Fleet.  These  works  are  seriously  overloaded. 

During  the  year  further  action  was  taken  in  the  exped 
the  Leysdown  sewerage  scheme  and  it  is  hoped  that  this 
an  actuality  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  Owing  to  th 
influx  of  visitors  to  that  area  in  the  summer,  the  punficatior 
at  present  in  use  at  the  R.A.F.  Camp  is  quite  unable  to  co 
the  volume  of  sewage  it  receives.  Further,  several  large  c 


38 

192 

123 

131 

24 


9 

17 

7 

1 

2 
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:s  have  at  present  to  rely  on  cesspool  drainage  which  becomes 
Jotential  danger  to  health  in  the  summer  season. 

DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  on  land  adjacent 
the  Scrapsgate  disposal  works.  The  tip  is  systematically  treated 
the  suppression  of  rats  and  flies.  y 


SCHOOLS  SANITATION 
No  complaints  have  been  received. 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Pubhc  conveniences  for  both  sexes  exist  at  Halfway  Scraos- 
jrity11181^’  Eastchurch  and  Leysdown,  and  all  are  kept  sads- 


DISIN FECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 

(a)  Nineteen  premises  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

(b)  The  following  disinfestations  were  carried  out  during  the 


Bed  bugs 
Fleas 

Wasps  and  ants 


Council  houses  Other  houses 

—  i 

4  2 

—  4 


MOSQUITO  CONTROL 

Cowsheds  and  pigsties  were  sprayed  with  D.D.T.  during  April 
ditches  and  accumulations  of  water  in  the  vicinity  ofSponu- 
areas  were  sprayed  with  Malariol  every  month  during  spring 
summer.  Very  few  complaints  were  received  P  g 


fO DENT  CONTROL 

Treatment^  of  the  sewers  in  accordance  with 
nt  Officer  s  instructions  was  carried  out  twice 
good  results. 


the  Divisional 
during  the  year 


M  duringl"!  year  °f  infcstations  found 


dumber  of  complaints  received  ...  54  (49) 

nfestations  treated  by  L.A.’s  operator  ...  151  (42) 

thentroSfU!L°^  f  °f  tHe  farms  in  the  area  showed  tha* 

lent  of  the  infes^nons  was  not  too  serious  although  it  must 

Sons  at  hat  thensurY.ey  was  carried  out  at  a  time®  when  rat 
mons  are  generally  slight. 
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Farms  surveyed 
Major  infestations  found 
Minor  infestations  found 
Clear 

Farms  with  Kent  Agricultural  Executive 
Committee  contracts 
Farms  with  other  contracts 
Farms  treated  by  Local  Authority 
Farms  treated  by  farmers 
Farms  found  to  be  clear  without  any 
known  treatments 


66 

9 

22 

35 

3 

6 

5 

35 

17 


Although  infestations  were  found,  it  was  not  consid' 
necessary  to  serve  notices  under  Section  4  of  the  Preventioi 
Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949. 


9.  CAMPING  SITES 

The  presence  of  so  many  camping  sites  in  the  area  still 
sents  many  problems  and  difficulties.  There  are  at  presen 
sites  in  occupation  and  a  further  five  additional  sites  recei 
consideration.  When  fully  developed  it  is  estimated  that  t 
sites  will  accommodate  approximately  3,900  movable  dwel 
and  it  is  a  question  for  serious  consideration  whether  satun 
has  not  been  reached. 

All  of  the  camps  are  supplied  with  water  mains  from  p> 
sources  but  the  question  of  drainage  raises  serious  difficu 
Eight  camps  are  connected  to  the  Council  s  main  drainage,  1( 
served  by  cesspools  and  five  by  pail  closets.  Speaking  genei 
I  would  suggest  that  though  in  the  main  the  sanitary  convenu 
supplied  are  adequate,  there  are  not  sufficient  facilities  foi 
disposal  of  waste  water  arising  either  from  cooking  or  was 
This  not  only  leads  to  limitation  in  the  amount  of  water  used, 
consequent  deterioration  in  the  general  standard  of  cleanli 
but  the  tendency  towards  the  indiscriminate  disposal  of  water 
for  cooking  and  washing  will  in  time  lead  to  nuisances. 

Generally  speaking  the  camps  are  kept  in  an  orderly 
cleanly  condition,  but  this  to  a  very  great  extent  varies  witl 
amount  of  supervision  given  to  them  by  the  camp  proprii 
Where  the  proprietor  or  his  representative  is  resident  on  tin 
or  is  in  constant  attendance  the  improved  standard  is  very  n* 
able. 

A  special  report  on  camping  sites  and  movable  dwelling 
presented  to  the  Council  in  December,  1952,  by  Mr.  T.  E.  D 
the  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  is  printed  as  Append 
Following  on  that  report  steps  have  already  been  taken  to  c 
the  byelaws  referred  to. 
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MORTUARY 

^  *i°Tjna^  ^ee  's  Pa’^  annually  to  the  Medway  and  Gravesend 
spital  Management  Committee  for  the  use  of  the  mortuarv 
ilities  at  the  Sheppey  General  Hospital. 

INSPECTIONS 

Details  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
shown  in  Appendix  A. 

NUISANCES 

Details  of  nuisances  abated  or  defects  remedied  are  shown  in 
Tendix  B.  All  were  remedied  by  informal  action. 


SECTION  V 
HOUSING 


1.  The  following  figures  show  building  progress  durine  195^ 
since  the  end  of  the  war  : — 


Council  houses  — 

Minster 

Leysdown  Warden 

lpleted  in  1952 
ipleted  since  the  war  : 

39 

— 

— 

Permanent 

163 

6 

Temporary  .  ... 

26 

_ 

er  construction 
Private  enterprise  — 

32 

— 

— 

ipleted  in  1952 

16 

1 

1 

1  since  the  war 

92 

2 

1 

er  construction 

16 

1 

Eastchurch  Total 


39 

18  187 

6  32 

4  36 

18 

4  99 

17 


The  figure  of  57  houses  completed  in  1952  is  4  more  than  the 
ber  completed  in  1951,  while  the  53  under  construction  exceeds 
9  the  number  under  construction  at  the  end  of  1951. 


Die  Council  pursued  their  policy  of  rehousing  the  tenants  of 
Farm  and  East  End  Farm  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  had 
used  22  families  from  Bell  Farm  and  had  transferred  the  4 
its  of  East  End  Farm,  leaving  23  in  accommodation  at  the 
er,  while  the  latter  had  been  closed  down  completely. 

These  ex-army  hutments  which  provided  accommodation  for 
roilies,  were  taken  over  at  the  end  of  the  war  as  an  emergency 
ure  but  have  now  fulfilled  their  purpose  which  was  essentially 
stop-gap  nature.  As  the  huts  become  empty  they  are  now 
ed  back  to  the  Army  authorities  and  it  is  hoped  to  rehouse 
emaining  23  families  before  the  winter  of  1953. 
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3.  Action  taken  by  the  Health  Department  in  respect  of  housi 
during  the  year  is  summarised  below  : — 

(A) — INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  TF 

YEAR. 

1  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
Acts)  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

2  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ... 

3  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  preceding  sub-head)  found  not 
to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation 

(B)  — REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR  WIT 

OUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES 
Number  of  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers 

(C)  — ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  T1 

YEAR 

1  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

2  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  1 

3  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : — 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

4  Proceedings  under  Section  25  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936  : 

(a)  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  Clearance 
Orders  were  approved  ... 

(b)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  a  result  of  Clear¬ 
ance  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  house  referred  to  under  3  (a)  was  12,  High  Street,  Ea 
church,  while  the  houses  referred  to  under  4  (a)  were  Earls  C 
tages,  Eastchurch. 
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Three  cottages  were  demolished  by  informal  action,  two  at 
inetts  Cottages,  Eastchurch,  and  one  at  Holm  Place. 

UNFIT  HOUSES 

At  the  time  the  Rural  Housing  Survey  was  carried  out  160 
ses  were  classified  in  Category  5,  i.e.,  unfit  for  habitation  and 
ond  repair  at  a  reasonable  cost.  Some  of  these  houses  have 
e  been  dealt  with  and  steps  have  been  taken  during  the  current 
■  to  deal  with  still  more  of  them,  but  it  is  considered  that  there 
at  least  100  houses  in  the  area  which  have  so  deteriorated  or 
;  so  many  sanitary  defects  or  are  lacking  in  so  many  amenities 
they  should  be  dealt  with  as  speedily  as  possible. 

With  the  limitations  imposed  by  the  Rent  Restriction  Acts,  it 
ieless  to  ask  owners  to  do  much  to  these  properties  and  in  many 
s  it  is  very  doubtful  whether  any  work  carried  out  by  the 
er  would  materially  improve  the  properties.  As  rehousing  the 
nts  is  one  of  the  chief  obstacles  in  the  demolition  of  these 
fitary  premises,  the  need  is  therefore  for  still  greater  number 
ouses  to  be  completed  each  year  by  the  Councli. 

SECTION  VI 

INSPECTION  AN  D  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
3YE-LAWS 

The  Bye-laws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs 
1938,  coupled  with  the  provisions  of  Sections  9,  10  and  13  of 
same  Act,  give  a  reasonable  control  of  food  preparation 
ises. 

HILK  SUPPLY 

(a)  There  are  13  producers  of  milk  in  the  district,  8  of  which 
uce  undesignated  milk,  2  Accredited  milk  and  3  T.T.  milk, 
e  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
:ries.  There  is  also  one  pasteurising  plant  capabfe  of  handling 
gallons  of  milk  per  hour  and  this  is  supervised  by  the  Kent 
ity  Council. 


(b)  There  are  9  distributors  of  milk 
ollowing  designations  : — 

in  the  district  retailing 

Pasteurised 

3 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

2 

Sterilised  milk  ... 

3 

Non-designated  raw  milk 

3 

■|our  samples  of  milk  taken  during  the  year  were  reported  as 
actory. 
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3.  ICE  CREAM 

There  is  only  one  Ice  Cream  manufacturer  in  the  district, 
32  premises  are  registered  for  its  sale  and  storage.  All  pren 
were  found  clean  and  satisfactory. 


4.  MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

As  a  result  of  inspections  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  lnspe 
the  following  items  of  food  were  found  unfit  for  human  consi 
tion  and  were  voluntarily  surrendered  : — 


Tinned 

Fruit 

...  501 

lbs. 

Margarine 

...  4. 

Tinned 

Vegetables 

...  26 

lbs. 

Cereal 

3; 

Tinned 

Meat 

...  5| 

lbs. 

Cheese 

7; 

Tinned 

Milk 

...  7 

lbs. 

Ham 

...  10 

Tinned 

Anchovies 

...  6 

oz. 

Bacon 

...  12. 

Suet 

...  8 

oz. 

Eggs 

...  12 

Tea 

...  8 

oz. 

5.  FRIED  FISH  SHOPS 

There  are  5  fish  frying  establishments  in  the  area  and  al 
conducted  satisfactorily.  In  addition  there  is  also  a  mobile 
whose  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  refuse  give  no  caus< 
complaint. 


6.  SHELL  FISH 

There  is  no  commercial  collection  of  shell-fish  in  the 
The  public  have  been  warned  by  notices  displayed  at  Minster 
Leysdown  of  the  special  risks  involved  in  the  eating  of  co 
collected  on  the  foreshore. 


7.  BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  now  no  bakehouses  in  operation  in  the  area. 


8.  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Weights 
Measures  Department  of  the  Kent  County  Council  for  the  fo 
ing  details  of  samples  taken  in  the  area  during  the  year 


Alkia  Saltrates 
Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Bishop's  Vavalettes  ... 
Butterscotch 
Cake  Flour  Mixture 
Cream  of  Tartar 
Dessicated  Coconut  ... 
Frutie 

All  the  above  samples 
following  : — 


1  Gin  . 

1  Ground  Almonds 

1  Ice  Cream  . 

1  Koola-Fruta 

1  Lemon  Curd . 

1  Milk  ... 

1  Tablets  of  Codeine 
1  Vegetable  Soup 

genuine  with  the  exception  c 


Pasteurised  Milk-3.3  %  deficient  in  fat.  Follow  up  samples  have 
been  obtained  and  further  investigation  will  be  made. 

T.T.  Milk  —1.7%  deficient  in  fat.  Follow  up  samples  have  been 
obtained  and  further  investigation  will  be  made. 


SECTION  VII 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  AND  1948 


Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  : _ 


Premises 

I  Number 

on  Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Factories  in  which  Sections 
1.  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  local  authori¬ 
ties  (no  mechanical  power) 

21 

29 

Factories  not  included  above 
in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  local 
authorities  (mechanical 

power)  . 

12 

16 

3ther  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
local  authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises) 

- . 

- 

- 

Cases  in  which  defects  were  found.— Nil. 


Outwork  (Sections  lit)  and  111) 

No.  of 

Nature  of  work  , 

U,K‘  outworkers 

tkmg  of  wearing  apparel  ...  2 


Action  under 
Sections  110  and  1 1 1 

Nil 
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APPENDIX  A 


DETAILS  OF  INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  BY  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Visits  ant 
Re-visits 


Accumulations 

Ashbins 

Bug  infested  houses 

Verminous  houses  (excluding  bugs) 

Filthy  conditions  ... 

Drainage  ... 

Drains  defective 
Drainage  re-laid 
Factories  and  workplaces  ... 

Public  Health  interviews  ... 

Movable  dwellings 
Public  conveniences 
Rats  and  mice 
Refuse  tips 
Shops 

Keeping  of  animals 

Water  sampling 

Water  supplies 

Watercourses 

Mosquito  control 

Inspections  under  P.H.  Acts 

Inspections  in  Clearance  Areas  ... 

Inspections  of  houses  under  D.O.'s  ... 

Inspections  for  overcrowding  ... 

Re-housing  interviews  and  investigations  ... 

Infectious  disease  investigations 
Disinfections 

Meat  shops  and  vehicles  ... 

Fishmongers  and  poulterers 
Fried  fish  shops  ... 

Grocers,  greengrocers  and  fruiterers 

Dairies  and  milk  shops 

Ice  cream  premises 

Restaurants 

Milk  sampling 

Miscellaneous  visits 

Effluent  samples 

Food  poisoning  investigations 

Total 
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APPENDIX  B 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  DURING 

THE  YEAR 


.inage  repaired  ... 

linage  cleansed  ... 

linage  reconstructed 

ste  pipes  repaired  or  trapped  ... 

n  water  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired 

npness  remedied 

)fs  made  watertight 

lls  and  ceilings  repaired 

ors  repaired  ... 

idows  and  ventilation  repaired  and  improved 
:places  and  stoves  repaired 
ter  supplies,  defects  remedied  ... 
use  receptacles 

umulations  of  refuse  abated  ... 
minous  rooms  disinfested 
cellaneous 


12 

93 

64 

2 

4 
9 

5 

3 

4 
7 
3 

3 
9 

4 
7 
7 


Total 


236 


75 


APPENDIX  C 


Report  by  Mr.  T.  E.  Davies,  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector, 
on  Camping  Sites  and  Movable  Dwellings. 


With  the  termination  of  the  1952  camping  season,  sor 
observations  with  respect  to  camping  sites  and  movable  dwellin 
in  the  Rural  Area  are  appropriate. 


There  are  29  sites  in  occupation  in  the  area,  and  at  prese 
five  additional  sites  are  receiving  consideration  Although  soi 
sites  are  not  developed  to  their  full  capacity  of  20  to  the  acre  t 
recent  raising  of  the  licence  free  building  limit  will  faciht. 
further  chalet  development.  It  can  be  anticipated  that  lull  ca[ 
city  ”  camps  will  soon  be  a  general  feature  of  the  area.  It 
interesting  to  note  that  the  camping  sites  will  accommodate  appro 
mately  3,900  movable  dwellings,  which  exceeds  the  total  numt 
of  permanent  dwellings  in  the  area. 


Viewing  the  progress  of  camping  in  the  area  over  the  peri 
since  1936,  a  distinct  change  has  taken  place  ;  a  change  wh 
has  been  accelerated  over  the  last  few  years.  There  is  a  mart 
change  over  from  the  camping  site  to  the  holiday  camp.  Ca 
proprietors  appear  to  favour  the  chalet  and  caravan,  with 
consequent  marked  reduction  in  the  number  of  tents.  There  is 
removal  of  the  chalets  or  caravans  during  the  “  off  season,  so  t 
the  camp  becomes  a  permanent  feature  of  the  area. 

Control  of  the  camps  is  still  maintained  by  the  joint  provisi 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  the  Town  and  Country  Plann 
Acts  1947  and  1951.  In  the  main  this  dual  control  has  wor 
satisfactorily,  but  it  is  felt  that  a  more  stringent  control  could 
exercised,  especially  in  relation  to  the  conditions  of  licences  iss 
under  the  Public  Health  Act. 

The  general  trend  for  improvement  in  the  cleanliness  of  cai 
has  been  maintained,  and  complaints  have  been  few. 


With  the  rapid  growth  of  the  camping  sites,  it  is  felt  tha 
is  advisable  to  review  constantly  the  conditions  which  are  laid  d( 
to  facilitate  control.  Although  the  present  conditions  attache! 
the  public  health  licence  would  appear  to  cover  the  main  point 
relation  to  control,  it  is  found  in  practice  that  several  matters 
not  adequately  covered  by  the  licence.  It  is  appreciated 
standard  conditions  for  licences  are  at  the  best  only  of  an  arbit 
nature,  but  they  should  apply  to  local  rather  than  general  conditi 

In  a  report  of  this  nature,  the  following  points  would  appes 
warrant  some  consideration:  — 
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'crcrowding 

Overcrowding  of  individual  movable  dwellings  continues  to  be 
of  the  undesirable  aspects  of  camping.  It  has  not  been  un- 
mmon  to  find  a  movable  dwelling  which  would  under  normal 
cumstances  accommodate  4  persons,  being  used  by  6-10  persons. 
>art  from  the  moral  aspect  of  such  overcrowding,  from  a  public 
,  point  of  view  such  conditions  are  entirely  unsatisfactory  It 
3"ly  necessary  to  view  the  overcrowding  in  relation  to  infectious 
eases  to  appreciate  the  potential  dangers  to  health.  Several  cases 
minor  infectious  disease  have  occurred  in  the  camps  during  the 
ison.  Immediate  notification  by  the  Doctor,  and  the  prompt 

ities  of  the  spread  o”TnfLfonPa"meM'  mi"imised  ,he  possi- 

S;  aonrd,heC,in0en  Sh°U,d  be  'lUn  either  agist  The  camp 
ipnetor,  or  the  person  owning  the  movable  dwelling  for  anv 

ahh  Act,1?936)CeSS  °f  that  nUmber  (Section  268  of  Publi^ 

■letting 

Sub-lettmg  by  individual  owners  is  becoming  a  general  practice 
has  led  to  abuses.  Several  complaints  have  been  received 
rding  the  size  and  cleanliness  of  the  movable  dwellings  and  the 
dition  of  the  bedding.  The  movable  dwellings  are  le? from  week 
veek  and  consequently  the  incoming  sub-tenant  is  dependent  on 

ip0pSedStatnant  f0r,!he  St3te  °f  the  -ovabledrihng1  Tt 

ppreciated  that,  generally  speaking,  the  camp  proprietor  is 
^Stbfkt0ir  the  condltlons  existing  on  his  campPbut  havinc 
edr«  he  Ka^e  nHmber  of  Privately  owned  movable  dwellings'" 
ugoesnS  LSph?U  d  be  ?aced  on  ^.individual  owner.  §fr 

ihh  Act  1936,  would,  JSthout  "rel le^ing'fre2 camj^  prop^tS 

^  ^d^own^f eS'  £nab,e  ^  -  take  -,on 

■laws 

lie  Health  n^rt '«  gC,nera'  pro,Ti°ns  of  the  licence  under  the 
iL.h,’  Byedaws  couId  be  made  which  would  give 
tional  control  over  the  movable  dwellings.  The  form  of  the 

,  ^l^an  be  SUC,h  that  they  would  be  applicable  to  any  “  Tent 
orhnnt  ?t™ctu«  ”  whether  stationed  on  camping 

■ind  th  Thfe.Mode]  ^e-laws  (Series  XVII)  can  be  adhered 
d  the  most  important  would  cover  the  following  points 

1-  Maintenance  in  a  weatherproof  condition. 

2.  Provision  of  a  suitable  dry  flooring. 
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3.  Adequate  ventilation. 

4  Maintenance  in  a  good  state  of  repair  and  condition  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Local  Authority. 


tc 


The  foregoing  points  have  more  importance  in  relation 
camping  sites,  as  the  other  provisions  of  the  Bye-laws  dealing  wit! 
sanitary  accommodation,  refuse  disposal,  water  supply,  etc.,  ar 
already  covered  by  the  general  conditions  of  the  Public  Healt 
Licence.  The  bye-laws,  however,  would  be  very  useful  in  th 
control  of  a  movable  dwelling  stationed  on  an  individual  site: 
Control  of  such  individual  movable  dwellings  is  desirable,  especi 
ally  where  persons  exercise  their  right  to  use  land  for  42  consecu 
tive  days  without  a  licence. 


It  will  be  appreciated  that  movable  dwellings  are  normal 
constructed  of  “short-lived”  materials,  and  therefore  then-  rat 
of  deterioration  can  be  rapid.  The  Bye-laws  would  control  th 
condition  of  the  movable  dwellings,  and  prevent  the  camps  frot 
degenerating  into  dilapidated  shanty  areas.  The  prevention  of  th 
type  of  dilapidation  is  essential  having  regard  to  the  fact  that  t 
movable  dwellings  are  stationed  on  the  camps  for  a  good  ma 


years. 


Fire  Precautions 


No  provision  appears  to  be  made  by  statute  for  the  mainte 
ance  of  fire  fighting  appliances  on  camping  sites.  Precaution 
measures  of  this  nature  are  highly  desirable,  and  it  is  thoug 
necessary  that  the  co-operation  of  camp  proprietors  be  soug 
order  to  provide  sand  and  water  buckets  on  each  camp. 


Refuse  Disposal 


The  disposal  of  refuse  from  the  camps  is  still  a  major  proble 
incineration  having  proved  only  partially  successful.  Hav.ng  reg» 
to  the  close  proximity  of  the  camps  to  the  residential  areas,  c 
plete  incineration  is  not  possible,  as  suitable  sites  for  the  man 
tors  are  not  available.  Consequently  there  is  still  a  high  volu. 
of  refuse  to  be  removed  by  the  Council  s  vehicles.  T  g 

of  paper  from  the  camps  has  not  been  practicable. 


It  is  suggested  that  a  slight  modification  could  be  made 
relation  to  the  number  of  dustbins  on  the  camps.  P* 
dustbin  for  every  four  movable  dwellings  is  stipulated, 
nofseem  unreasonable  for  each  movable  dwelling  to  have  a  » 
dustbin,  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  the 
the  camp.  A  central  collection  point  can  still  be  maintained 
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Caravan  Stands 


As  already  pointed  out,  there  is  no  removal  of  the  movable 
dwclhngs  during  the  “off  season,”  and  it  is  therefore  suggested 
that  all  caravans  should  be  stationed  on  concrete  stands. 


Drainage 

The  drainage  of  the  camps  still  presents  a  complex  problem. 
Having  regard  to  the  fact  that  an  increase  in  the  number  of  water 
pomts  at  each  camp  is  desirable,  adequate  provision  for  the  dis¬ 
posal  of  the  increased  volume  of  water  has  to  be  made. 

It  is  not  the  intention  of  this  report  to  discuss  in  detail  the 
practical  means  of  dealing  with  camp  drainage,  but  it  cannot  be 

too  strongly  emphasised  that  main  drainage  is  the  only  satisfactory 
answer.  * 

Nutts  Farm  Camp 

,nufJh,erf  are  many  aspects  of  camP'ng-  which  are  not  specifically 

hl-  pUbl,C  bealth  hcences  or  Panning  approvals.  The 
council,  being  in  the  position  of  a  camp  proprietor,  can  give  a 

wrJChd  ,in'tiat‘ng.  desirable  camping  features  which  are  not 
.overed  by  statute.  It  is  suggested  that  a  code  of  rules  be  drawn 

nrinfL  g?e,S!  contro1  of  the  camping  site.  The  code  could  be 

Sn?  d’i5aud  i51  ,SIZe’  and  lssued  t0  each  camper,  or  large  size 
)ills  could  be  displayed  at  conspicuous  points  on  the  camp. 

ndividual  Movable 

hrniJm6  proble*n  °.f  the  individual  movable  dwelling  has  been 
ught  more  sharply  into  focus  as  a  result  of  the  survey  of  Bay 
„e„W  Pt3t  u  Isolated  movable  dwellings,  situated  in  the  residential 
>rea  have  been  successfully  dealt  with  by  the  Town  and  Country 
panning  Acts.  The  proximity  of  the  Bay  View  Estate  to  the 
amping  area  creates  a  special  problem.  Many  of  the  structures 

ndmihtS?  0KnPnaUy  ,erf ted  as  garages  or  tool  sheds  are  now 
ndoubtedly  being  used  for  temporary  week-end  accommodation 

ccumiHnr  “ITS  seas?n-  Tt  is  almOSt  impossible  to  prevent  such 
ccupaPon  but  the  enforcement  of  the  Bye-laws  suggested  nre- 

'ously  in  the  report  would  ensure  satisfactory  conditions.  P 

^„5imUStLbe  p°inted  out,  however,  that  any  action  taken  by  the 
ouncil  with  respect  to  Bye-laws  controlling  movable  dwellings 

iuilHin  1  Pre|udlce  any  action  that  they  may  take  under  the 
™8  ®yedaw,^.  Relevant  data  is  being  collected  in  relation  - 
6  movable  dwelhngs  at  the  Bay  View  Estate  and  it  is  considered 
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that  any  action  which  the  Council  may  take  must  depend  on  the 
individual  merits  of  each  case. 


Conclusion 

It  will  be  seen  that  camping  has  now  reached  a  stage  of  con¬ 
siderable  magnitude  in  relation  to  public  health  work,  and  during 
the  season  other  important  aspects  of  the  Department’s  work  do 
not  always  receive  their  full  attention. 

Shortcomings  in  existing  legislation  do  not  help  with  the 
problem,  and  it  is  noted  with  satisfaction  that  camping  generally 
is  receiving  the  attention  of  many  of  the  technical  journals  and 
annual  conferences.  One  of  the  resolutions  passed  at  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Conference  this  year  was  worded  as  follows  : — 

“  That  this  Conference,  having  noted  the  many  problems 
associated  with  camping  and  the  use  of  movable  dwellings, 
and  the  inadequate  and  unsatisfactory  legislation  relating 
to  the  subject,  invites  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  hold  an  enquiry  into  all  the  aspects  of  the 
problem  with  a  view  to  improving  legislative  control.” 

It  is  hoped  that  this  resolution  will  help  to  expedite  early 
amendments  to  the  existing  legislation. 

Finally,  it  must  be  recorded  that  the  co-operation  of  the  camp 
proprietors  is  good,  and  that  there  appears  to  be  a  general  desire 
to  raise  camping,  in  all  its  aspects,  to  a  satisfactory  level. 

19th  December,  1952. 


80 


